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STATEMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 

 

We believe that Ashland High School in cooperation with home and community should help each student  

attain the highest potential, both as an individual and as a contributing member of an ever-changing society. 

 

We believe the school’s comprehensive program of study, counseling services, and co-curricular activities  

lead the student to acquire essential and meaningful skills, attitudes, values, and knowledge; and to explore, 

discover, and develop special interests and unique abilities. 

 

We believe that all students can learn, but they learn through different modalities.  We are committed to meet 

that challenge. 

 

OBJECTIVES 

 

To implement our philosophy, the school provides a diversified curriculum, facility, and faculty which work 

together to help the students 

 

 1.  Develop communication skills (speaking, listening, writing, reading) 

 2.  Develop critical and creative thinking 

 3.  Acquire practical skills and knowledge to participate successfully in everyday life 

 4.  Learn to weigh and consider values 

 5.  Develop an understanding of the interrelationship of all life 

 6.  Recognize the dignity and worth of all individuals 

 7.  Assume the responsibilities of American citizenship 

 8.  Develop aesthetic appreciations 

 9.  Acquire the knowledge, skills, and attitudes to prepare for future learning experiences    

      and vocational opportunities 

10. Develop attitudes, habits, and skills that lead to good physical and mental health. 

 

 

AIMS OF THE ASHLAND CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 

High Student Achievement 

                                                                    Safe School Environment 

             Efficient and Effective Operations 

 

 

ASHLAND CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT MISSION 

 

Preparing students for a lifetime commitment to learning. 
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ASHLAND HIGH SCHOOL 

 

 

VISION 
 

Achieving Higher Success 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The mission of Ashland High School is to create a community of responsible learners and respectful citizens who are 

ready for the challenges of life in an ever-changing world. 

 

GOALS 
 

1.  Given the appropriate classroom instruction and practice, students will demonstrate high performance results.  

 

2.  Given the opportunity to actively participate in a homeroom, students will positively respond to the advantages of a    

smaller school atmosphere. 

 

3.  Given the appropriate training and resources, we will model, encourage, and deploy quality practices. 

 

CORE VALUES 

 

Staff members at Ashland High School value 

 

 Learning 

 Organizational-, personal-, and student-centered education. 

 

 Agility 

 Flexibility in planning for and responding to present and future needs. 

 

 Accountability 

 Data-driven decision making (fiscally, socially, ethically). 

 

 Community 

 Relationships among students, staff, and the public. 

 

 Character 

 Commitment to excellence in character. 
 

 

Non-Discrimination Policy 

The Ashland City School district has a policy of nondiscrimination on the basis of sex, race, color, national origin, 

and disability in its curricular, co-curricular, extracurricular, and support programs and services.  This policy of 

nondiscrimination extends to students, staff, the general public, and individuals with whom it does business. 
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SCHEDULING OF STUDENTS 

 

Much thought and work on the part of the teachers and counselors goes into registration.  The student is 

encouraged to take the subjects from which he or she will profit and in which he or she will have a good chance 

to succeed.  Parents are urged to consider their student’s schedule carefully and to call the school if there is any 

question on subject choice.  If a student is not recommended for a subject, it is because the counselors and/or 

teachers feel that he/she will have difficulty in the course.  If parents still want the student to take the subject, 

they may do so, but it must be understood that problems may arise. 

 

Students who take courses for credit outside of the high school curriculum must first seek permission from the 

high school principal.  Once permission is granted whatever grade is earned in the course will be posted on the 

transcript. 

 

 

ADDING AND DROPPING SUBJECTS 

 

The scheduling of 1,150 students into classes is a complex operation.  Students are expected to make final 

schedule adjustments for the new school year during the time set aside in February and March for this purpose.  

After this date, few changes will be made once the master schedule, teacher’s schedule, and room schedules are 

in place.  Balancing English and study halls by semester will be done in August and may require other 

modifications.  There will also be a 3 day period in late August for schedule adjustments.  This time is set aside 

after the students pick up their schedules to correct computer errors, balance classes, and make changes.  No 

student should have more than one study hall each semester.  If there is an error, please see your counselor to 

make the correction. 

 

Once the school year begins, it may be practical for the student to change his/her schedule under the following 

procedures: 

 

A subject may be dropped upon recommendation of the counselor or teacher, and with parent conference.  

Because each situation is unique, the time frame will be determined by what is in the best interest of the student.  

It is important that the teacher be allowed enough classroom time to effectively evaluate the student's ability. 

 

A subject may be dropped without being shown on the transcript during the first five weeks of a semester 

course or within the first 10 weeks of a year-long course with the permission of the subject teacher, the 

counselor, and the parents.  The grade at the time the class is dropped does affect eligibility for that grading 

period if not dropped by the end of the 7
th

 week. 

 

If a student drops a course after the allotted time, he/she will be given a Withdrawn Passing (WP) or Withdrawn 

Failing (WF) for the course.  Much consideration will be placed upon teacher recommendation.  It is important 

to note that a withdrawn failing mark is figured into a student’s GPA as if that student had failed the class for 

the semester or year. 

 

Changing course requests for second semester at semester break will be done only to improve a student’s 

chance to succeed.  It will not be done to make a student’s schedule less challenging.   
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REPEATING A COURSE 

 

 

 
Ashland High School’s repeat a course policy is available for students studying mathematics and world languages. The 

purpose of this policy is to allow students to be ready to continue through a curriculum to the next course in the 

progression.  Sometimes a student can pass a course but not learn the material sufficiently to continue on to the next 

course in the progression.  Class failures do not fall under this policy. 

 

A student may repeat a course with a grade change provided:  

 

1. The student received any passing grade in the basic level of a course and is moving to the next level of 

that SAME course.   

 

2.      The student must receive approval from the teacher of the initial course, the department chair, the 

 guidance counselor, and the principal. 

  

3.       The student and his/her parent(s) or guardian(s) must sign this form authorizing removal of the initial 

 course from the student’s academic history.  This means that the course grade and credit will be 

 withdrawn as if the student had never taken the course.  Therefore, the student must pass the class the 

 second time in order to obtain the credit, and the new grade will be the grade for that course.  It is possible 

 for the student to receive a lower grade than was earned the first time.  Dropping of the new class will 

 result in failing grade. 

 

This process may be initiated during scheduling for the following year or once the next course in the sequence has started 

and both the student and teacher feel that continuation in the present course is not advisable and that repetition of the 

previous course would be preferable.  The decision should be made in the first six weeks of a year-long course. 

 

A student who qualifies may repeat a maximum of two courses during his/her high school career.     

 

Eligibility for use of the Repeat a Course policy in mathematics: Letter grade of C or D 

Eligibility for use of the Repeat a Course policy in World Language: Letter grade of D   
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Ashland High School Graduation Requirements 
 

          To graduate from Ashland High School a student must complete 21 units of credit and meet the requirements     
 prescribed by the Ohio Department of Education.  

 
Curricular 
Requirements 

Class of 2014 and Beyond 

English 4 credits 
A. 1 credit of English 9 or Honors English 9 
B. ½ credit of Writing Workshop &  ½ credit of Appreciation of Literature 

          Or Honors English 10 
C. American Literature & Intermediate Composition  

          Or Short Novel & Concerns of Modern Society.  
          Or British Literature for those in honors program 

D. See Program of Studies for recommended senior year courses 

 

Mathematics 4 credits 
A.   Must include 1 credit of Algebra II or the equivalent of Algebra II. 

Science 3 credits 
A. Science units must include 1 unit of physical sciences, 1 unit of life sciences and 1 unit advanced 

study in one or more of the following sciences: chemistry, physics, or other physical science; 
advanced biology or other life science; astronomy, physical geology, or other earth or space 
science. 

Social Studies 3 credits 
A.  1 credit of U.S. History 
B.  1 credit of World History 
C.  ½ credit of Government 

D.  ½ credit of Economics 

Health ½ credit 

Physical 
Education 

½ credit (2 semesters of a ¼ credit class) 
A. Students may choose to waive their PE credit requirement by participating in a sport at 

Ashland High School for two full seasons. 

Electives 6 elective credits  
Electives may include credits from foreign language, fine arts, business, career-technical 
education, family consumer sciences, technology, agricultural education or English, math, 
science or social studies classes not otherwise required. 

 

Other 
Requirements 

All students must receive instruction in economics and financial literacy during grades 9-12 and 
must complete at least two semesters of fine arts taken any time in grades 7-12. 

Testing 
Requirements 

10
th

, 11
th

, and 12
th

 grade students must pass the Ohio Graduation tests in Reading, 
Mathematics, Writing, Science and Social Studies. The first opportunity to take these tests will 
be in the spring of the 10

th
 grade year. 9

th
 grade students will be subject to new end of course 

exams as determined by the Ohio Department of Education beginning in the 2014-2015 school 
year.  
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POST-SECONDARY OPTIONS 

 

Post-Secondary Options (PSEOP) is a program whereby students can take college courses while still in high 

school. 

 

Enrollment Options:  This rule provides two options for students and their parents:  
 

Option A permits eligible students to enroll in college courses for college credit.  Students electing this option 

will be required to pay all costs incurred including tuition, books, materials, and fees. 

Option B permits eligible students to enroll in college courses for college and high school graduation credit.  

Students electing this option will not be required to pay for tuition, books, materials, or fees associated with 

such courses. 

 

Further information will be made available to parents and students through the guidance department. 

 

 

 

DUAL CREDIT 

 

What is Dual Credit? 

 

The Dual Credit program is designed to provide qualified high school students with the opportunity to enhance 

their high school education by earning college credit while they are still in the high school. 

High school based dual credit are those courses offered through a collaborative agreement between a college or 

university and a school district, taught by a qualified high school teacher on a high school campus, and earning 

a student both high school and college credit. 

High school students apply for admission to the university or college using the Dual Credit application.  Upon 

successful completion of the course, students receive credit on their high school transcript and on their college 

transcript.   

Students have the opportunity to experience the rigor of a college level course and can get an early start on 

completing their basic college courses.  The courses that are chosen by Ashland City Schools may transfer to 

public colleges and universities in Ohio. 

How does a student enroll in a Dual Credit course? 

 

Students begin the enrollment process by indicating their interest on their scheduling form and meeting with 

their school counselor. 

Enrolling in the equivalent high school course does not guarantee dual credit. Enrolling in a dual credit course is 

a many step process.  

How much does a Dual Credit course cost? 

 

Materials fees may apply for the high school portion of the course, but the cost of the college credit and 

application is free. If a student fails the course or withdraws after the college’s withdraw deadline, they will be 

charged an application fee and the tuition cost of the course. 
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CREDIT FLEXIBILITY 

 

In Accordance with Senate Bill 311, Ashland High School has developed a policy that would allow students to 

earn units of high school credit based on a demonstration of subject area competency, instead of or in 

combination with completing hours of classroom instruction during the school year. 

 

 

SUMMER SCHOOL 

 

Summer school may be offered this year, but course offerings and schedule time lines have not yet been 

established.  Sometimes only physical education is offered, but we are anticipating offering government and 

economics this year. 

 

SUMMER COURSES 
 

If you wish that summer courses taken elsewhere be included on your transcript, prior approval from the 

principal is necessary.  If approval is given, the grade will count, whatever it is. 

 

 

OHIO GRADUATION TEST 

 

The state of Ohio has adopted a graduation test called the O.G.T. (Ohio Graduation Test).  It includes tests in 

writing, reading, mathematics, citizenship, and science.  The first time it is administered is in the spring of the 

sophomore year.  In addition to multiple choice questions, it includes some short-answer and some extended 

response questions.   

 

AWARDS 

 

Some awards are available to seniors at graduation.  When G.P.A. is a requirement, we will use the seven 

semester G.P.A.  No calculation will be done after that point. 
 

 



Student Early Graduation Flow Chart 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 Student Petitions Guidance Counselor 

      For Early Graduation Status 

Guidance Counselor Review Student 

Records to Ensure Request Validity 

Parent (or Student) Makes Written 

Request to High School Principal 

Request Denied 

Student/Parent Completes Early Graduation 

Forms A & B. Available at Ashland High School 

   For 7 Semester Graduate 

Parent Returns Forms A & B         

by May 1
st
 of junior year 

For 6 Semester Graduate 

Parent Returns Forms A & B  

by May 1st of junior year  

Principal Notifies Parent 

      of Decision  

       via Letter 

Principal Makes Recommendation to   

Superintendent 

Superintendent Makes Recommendation to 

Board of Education 

Board Of Education 

Approves Request 

Board of Education 

Denies Request 

Superintendent Notifies Principal of Decision 

Principal Notifies Parent of Decision 



 

ABOUT 
Tri-County International Academy is a collaborative effort between Tri-County Educational Service Center and school 
districts in Ashland, Holmes, and Wayne counties to provide a high-quality option for students seeking a rigorous 
college-prep educational experience. Currently 13 of the 16 school districts in the tri-county area are a part of this 
consortium effort. Districts can choose to enter at anytime, making this program available to virtually any public 
school student. It is the collaboration between districts that makes sufficient levels of enrollment and funding 

possible. 

Students of the Academy will complete the two-year International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. The Academy 
was granted authorization through the International Baccalaureate Organization in May of 2006 and began serving its 
first group of students in the fall of 2006. The Tri-County International Academy is located in Wooster High School as 
a school within a school, having its own structure and staff. The Academy follows the Wooster City Schools’ calendar 
for days in session. 

Students remain members of their home school district while enrolled in the Academy and many students find the 
schedule allows them to return to their home school for the final period of the day to participate in electives, and co-
curricular and extracurricular options (e.g., band, organizations, sports, etc.). 
The Diploma Programme 

The IB Diploma Programme is intended as the basic academic program for students in their junior and senior years. 
Students must enter in the beginning of their junior year and remain committed to the program through the end of 
their senior year. 

Upon completion of the program, students graduate from their home school with its diploma. The Academy’s 
counselor works with students and home schools to make sure all of the home school graduation requirements are 
met. The International Baccalaureate Diploma is in addition to the local school diploma. It is usually awarded in July 
following graduation. End of year IB examinations are scored by the IBO and students must do well enough to 
qualify. 
Leadership 

The Tri-County International Academy is administered by Tri-County Educational Service Center. An elected Board 
governs the ESC, and it operates educational programs under a charter from the state of Ohio. Daily operations are 
overseen by the Academy’s Coordinator and Head-of-School. Course instructors are skilled educators from local 
schools and higher education institutions. 
Funding 

Funding for the Academy comes from district-paid student tuition fees and through the support of private donors. 
Development of the program was made possible by the significant financial contributions of LuK USA. 

For more information on program requirements and guidelines for admissions, please visit the Future Students 
section. 

 



Ohio Department of Education January 2012 

Comparison of Diplomas with Honors Criteria 
Students need to fulfill all but one of the applicable criteria for the Diploma with Honors. 

Subject 

International Baccalaureate 
Diploma with Honors for 

Classes of 2012 and Beyond 
*** 

Academic Diploma with 
Honors for Classes 2011 and 

Beyond 
 

Career-Technical  
Diploma with Honors for Classes 

2012 and Beyond 
 

English 4 units, plus the two required 
International Baccalaureate 
essays 

4 units 4 units 

Mathematics 4 units, including Algebra I, 
Geometry, Algebra II or the 
equivalent and another higher 
level course or a four-year 
sequence of courses that contain 
equivalent content 

4 units, including Algebra I, 
Geometry, Algebra II or the 
equivalent and another higher level 
course or a four-year sequence of 
courses that contain equivalent 
content 

4 units, including Algebra I, Geometry, 
Algebra II or the equivalent and another 
higher level course or a four-year 
sequence of courses that contain 
equivalent content 

Science 4 units including biology, 
chemistry and at least one 
additional advanced science **** 

4 units, including physics and 
chemistry 

4 units, including two units of 
advanced science **** 

Social Studies 4 units 4 units 4 units 

Foreign Language 4 units minimum, including at 
least 2 units in each language 
studied 
 

3 units (must include no less than 2 
units for which credit is sought), i.e., 
3 units of one language or 2 units 
each of two languages  

N/A 

Fine Arts 1 unit 1 unit N/A 

Electives N/A N/A 4 units of Career-Technical minimum. 
Program must lead to an industry 
recognized credential, apprenticeship, or 
be part of an articulated career pathway 
which can lead to post secondary credit 

Grade Point Average 3.5 on a 4.0 scale 3.5 on a 4.0 scale 3.5 on a 4.0 scale 

ACT/SAT Score 
[excluding scores 
from the writing 
sections]* 

27 ACT / 1210 SAT 27 ACT / 1210 SAT 27 ACT / 1210 SAT 

Additional 
Assessment 

Must complete criterion-
referenced assessments in a 
minimum of six academic 
disciplines 

N/A Achieve proficiency benchmark 
established for appropriate Ohio Career-
Technical Competency Assessment or 
equivalent 

 

 
Diploma with Honors requirements pre-suppose the completion of all high school diploma requirements in the Ohio Revised Code including: 

½ unit physical education** 

½ unit health 

½ unit in American history 
½ unit in government 

 
* Writing sections of either standardized test should not be included in the calculation of this score. 

 
** SB 311 allows school districts to adopt a policy exempting students who participate in interscholastic athletics, marching band or 
cheerleading for two full seasons or two years of JROTC from the physical education requirement. 
 
 
 *** The International Baccalaureate track to the Honors Diploma requires full completion of all requirements for an IB Diploma 

Programme including the Theory of Knowledge Course in meta-cognition, the Extended Essay project and the 150 hour Creativity, 
Action and Service (Service-Learning) requirement.    Note: The International Baccalaureate Certificate Program does not qualify 
for this track to the Diploma with Honors. 
 
**** Advanced science refers to courses in the Ohio Core that are inquiry-based with laboratory experiences and align with the 
11/12

th
 grade standards (or above) or with an AP science course, or with the new high school syllabi, or with an entry-level college 

course (clearly preparing students for a college freshman-level science class, such as anatomy, botany, or astronomy), or contain 
material above the current OGT level. 
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PRESIDENT’S AWARD FOR EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE 

 

The purpose of this award is to recognize and reward educational excellence.  To be eligible for the President’s 

Award, the student must meet the following criteria: 

 

1.  The student must have a GPA of 3.5 or more 

and 

 

2.  The student must have scored in the 85
th

 percentile in Math (26 ACT) or the student must have scored in                    

 the 85
th

 percentile in Reading (28 ACT). 
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Potential College Athletes 
 

 

NCAA Core Credit Requirements DI DII 

English 4 3 

Math 3 2 

Science 2 2 

Social Science 2 2 

Additional Credit of English/Math/Science 1 3 

Additional Credits of Core Courses 4 4 

Students should first identify the athletic organization(s) to which the schools they are 

interested in belong. 

National Collegiate 

Athletics Association 

National Association of 

Intercollegiate Athletics 

National Junior College 

Athletic Association 

DI DII DIII 
Register with the NAIA 

clearinghouse at 

www.playnaia.org 

 

Check initial eligibility 

requirements and have ACT/SAT 

scores sent directly to the NAIA 

clearinghouse.  More information 

available at www.playnaia.org 

NCAA DIII requirements are left 

up to the individual schools.  

Contact the school of interest for 

more information. 

 Review the initial eligibility requirements for 

each division at www.eligibilitycenter.org 

 

 Register with the NCAA eligibility center 

online at the beginning of 11
th

 grade. 

 

 Stop in the AHS Guidance Office and have  
your transcript sent to the eligibility center. 

  When taking the ACT remember to have 

 scores sent directly to the eligibility center. 

 

 Continue to check your grades, classes, and 

ACT scores against the NCAA requirements 

as you go through your senior year. 

 

The NJCAA recommends 

that each potential student-

athlete contact the school 

they are interested in 

attending to check eligibility 

requirements.  



NCAA Academic Eligibility Requirements for Divison I or Division II 

Potential College Athletes   

       
NCAA Core Credit Requirements DI DII

English 4 3

Math      (Algebra I & higher) 3 2

Science  (Natural or Physical) 2 2

Social Science 2 2

Additional Credit of English/Math/Science 1 3

Additional Credits of Core Courses 4 4

Total 16 16

Credit  English Credit Math Credit Additional Core Courses

1 English 9 1 Algebra I 1 French I

1 Honors English 9 1 Geometry 1 French II

0.5 Writing Workshop II 1 Honors Geometry 1 French III

0.5 Intermediate Compostion 1 Algebra II 1 French IV

0.5 Advanced Composition 1 Honors Algebra II 1 French V

1 AP English 1 Pre-Calculus 1 Latin I

0.5 Creative Writing 1 A.P. Calculus 1 Latin II

1 Honors English 10 1 Senior Math 1 Latin III

0.5 Literature of Sports 1 AP Statistics 1 Latin IV

0.5 Appreciation of Literature II 1 Honors Trig/Calculus 1 Spanish I

0.5 Concerns of Modern Society Total Credit 1 Spanish II

0.5 Bible as Literature 1 Spanish III

0.5 Mythology 1 Spanish IV

0.5 The Short Novel 1 Spanish V

0.5 American Literature Credit Science Total Credit

0.5 British Literature 0.5 Physical Science I

0.5 Exploring Communication 0.5 Physical Science II

0.5 Persuasive Communication 0.5 Astronomy Credit Social Science

0.5 Journalism I 1 Advanced Science 9 1 Honors World History

1 Integrated Writing 1 Advanced Biology 1 World History

1 Integrated Reading 1 Biology 1 U.S. History

Total Credit 1 Advanced Chemistry 1 Honors U.S. History

1 Chemistry 1 A.P. U.S. History

0.5 Environmental Science 0.5 Government

0.5 Physical Geology 1 A.P. Government

Overall 1 A.P. Environmental Science 0.5 Economics

Total English 0.5 Microbiology 0.5 Economic Theory

Total Math 0.5 Genetics 0.5 Psychology

Total Science 1 Anatomy & Physiology 0.5 Sociology

Total Social Science 1 Physics 0.5 Holocaust

Additional Credits of English/Math/Science 2 A.P. Biology 1 Resource U.S. History

Additonal Credits of Core Classes 2 A.P. Chemistry 1 Resource World History

Total Credit 0.5 Resource Government

0.5 Resource Economics

Total Credit

Ashland High School core area courses approved by the NCAA

Please use the list below to check the courses you have taken, or plan to take, against the NCAA Division I or Division II eligibility 

worksheet

*Note that potential athletes should also 
   check their core course GPA/ACT score against  
    the NCAA's sliding scale to be certain of  
    eligibility. More information is available at 
     www.eligibilitycenter.org 



 16 

 

 

 

VALEDICTORIAN AND SALUTATORIAN POLICY 

 

 
The class valedictorian is the student (or students) ranked number one in the graduating class at the end of the eighth 

semester and who has/have met the criteria listed below.  The class salutatorian is the student (or students) with the second 

highest GPA and who has/have met the criteria listed below.  The rank is determined by the final grade point average 

(GPA).  The following rules are applied to ensure fairness in the determination:  

 

  1. The student must have attended Ashland High School for a minimum of two semesters. 

 

  2. The student must have attended high school for a minimum of six semesters. 

 

  3. The courses included in the calculation of the GPA are used to determine class rank. 

 

  4. Only final course grades are used.  Nine-week and semester grades do not count.  Plusses and minuses do not 

affect GPA. 

 

  5. Honors, advanced, or advance placement courses are not granted additional weight. 

 

  6. Students who transfer from systems with weighted grades will not have an unfair advantage over other students – 

the GPA will be calculated without weights. 

 

  7. Students must also qualify for an Honors Diploma as determined by the State of Ohio. 

  8.   While at Ashland High School students must complete the following course requirements without substitution. 

English – one credit from the following courses:  British Literature, Advanced Composition, A.P. 

English 

Math – Pre-Calculus or higher 

 Science – one credit from the following courses:  Anatomy and Physiology, Genetics, Microbiology, 

Environmental Science, AP Environmental Science, Physics, A.P. Biology, and A.P. Chemistry 

 Social Studies – one Advanced Placement course 

 World Languages – three years of the same language 

 9. All students with the highest GPA (including ties) having met other qualifications are considered class 

valedictorians, and the student(s) with the second highest GPA having met other qualifications will be 

salutatorian(s). 

 10. All students satisfying the above rules are eligible.  All credits earned that meet Board and State guidelines are 

qualified (Career Center students, special education students, tutored and home-instructed students, educational 

options). 
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NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY SELECTION PROCEDURE 

 

 

1. The principal, with input from the NHS advisors, appoints the Faculty Council. 

        

2. The Faculty Council, along with the NHS advisors as chairs, determines those eligible students – 

those juniors and seniors with a cumulative 3.5 GPA at the beginning of the current school year. 

 

3. Academically eligible students receive a letter outlining the selection process and inviting them to 

meet with the NHS advisors about the process. 

 

4. Academically eligible students meet with the NHS advisors.  At this meeting they receive their 

activity information forms, the rubric for the essay, and the rubric for teacher evaluations. 

 

5. All staff members of Ashland High School receive an evaluation form.  Those members who have 

had a student in a class or activity and/or have had extended contact with the candidate are invited to 

evaluate that student in the areas of character and leadership. 

 

6. The NHS advisors tabulate and average the results of the teacher evaluations for each candidate.   

NHS members should earn a 3.0 average. 

 

7. The NHS advisors read and evaluate the candidates’ paragraphs describing their service and/or 

leadership experience. 

 

8. The NHS advisors check the service hours of all candidates.  Candidates should demonstrate a total 

of 40 hours of service to AHS and the community. 

 

9. The NHS advisors present information about the candidates to the Faculty Council during a selection 

meeting. 

 

10. The Faculty Council votes on the candidates. 

 

11. Candidates who accept an offer of admission into NHS are expected to complete at least 20 hours in 

various service activities sponsored by NHS, including some tutoring service to the Ashland City 

Schools.  Failure to complete the required services could lead to disciplinary measures, including 

dismissal from NHS. 

 



 

 

The Ohio Career Information System 

Research careers, colleges, and financial aid on the Ohio Career Information System at: 

http://ocis.ode.state.oh.us/  

 

Username: AshlandHS 

Password: Ohiocis13 
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COMMON DEFINITION OF THE ARTS 

 

 

The members of the Council of Admissions Officers of the State Assisted Universities and Community 

Colleges in Ohio have agreed on a common definition for the arts requirement.  Although some institutions will 

accept courses other than those listed below, they wish to stress that it generally would not be sound advice to 

tell students to take only those other courses.  All of the state-assisted universities which have an arts 

requirement urge us to use the common definitions when counseling our students about their choices for arts 

courses.  In this way students can be assured that no matter which institution of higher learning they might 

choose, their arts requirements will be met. 

 

Appropriate fine arts experiences for high school students preparing for college should include essential content 

in the following: 

 

(a) creating or performing works of art 

(b) understanding the history of the arts, and/or 

(c) responding to the aesthetic features of works of art. 

 

All of the institutions with an arts requirement will accept the following courses: 

 

Visual arts including:  drawing and painting, printmaking, sculpture and other three-dimensional media, 

photography, cinema, history and appreciation. 

 

Music including:  vocal, instrumental, theory, composition, history and appreciation. 

 

Theater and Drama including:  performance, production, history, and appreciation. 

 

Dance including:  performance, history, and appreciation. 

 

Multi-Disciplinary Arts including courses with two or more arts areas, aesthetic education, humanities, and arts 

appreciation. 

 

Agriculture Sciences are accepted by O.S.U. as a visual and performing arts requirement. 

 

 

ASHLAND HIGH SCHOOL COURSES THAT MEET FINE ARTS REQUIREMENTS 

 

 

 Persuasive Communication                                        Web Design                             

 Video Production Landscape Systems Management 

 Dramatics  

    

 
These are in addition to any of the regular Music or Art courses. 
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GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA) 

 

Class rank is determined at the end of each semester using cumulative G.P.A.  Only final course grades are used 

to obtain the yearly and cumulative G.P.A.  Courses included in the G.P.A. are those that meet daily.  Courses 

not included are:  audits, some college courses, student aide experience and withdrawn passing classes.  The 

Grade Point Average (GPA) is determined by dividing the sum of grade points earned by the sum of credits 

carried.  (Note courses mentioned above that are not included in GPA.)  Grade points are obtained by 

converting the letter grades into numbers and multiplying by the credit.  The G.P.A. is then averaged adding all 

grade points and dividing this sum by credits.  Numerical equivalents of letter grades are:  A = 4 points, B = 3 

points, C = 2 points, D = 1 point, F = 0 points.  G.P.A. Example:  A student earns the following grades: 

 

 Course                                         Grade                                               Credit 

 

 Social Studies                                B 1.00 

 Science A                                                         1.00                                           

 Math                                              B                                                         1.00 

 English                                          C                   .50 

 English                                          B                                                           .50 

 Keyboarding                                 D                                                           .50 

 

The G.P.A. would be calculated as follows: 

 

Course                  Credit                  Grade                     Point                      Total Points 

 

Social Studies          1.00                      B                          3                            3 x 1  =  3 

Science                     1.00                      A                          4                           4 x l   =  4 

Math                         1.00                      B                          3                           3 x 1  =  3 

English                       .50                      C                          2                           2 x .5  = 1 

English                       .50                      B                          3                           3 x .5  = 1.5 

Keyboarding              .50                      D                          1                           1 x .5  =   .5 

                                 ____                                                                                           _____ 

      Sum =                 4.50                                                                Sum =                 13.00 

 

G.P.A. = 13 divided by 4.5 = 2.89 

 

Class rank is used to reflect the students’ academic comparison in their class.  A student ranked 54 would have 

53 students with a higher G.P.A.  To achieve this result G.P.A.s are put in numerical order from the highest to 

the lowest.  Students tied with the same G.P.A. have the same class rank.  The next student after the tied 

students would not be the next numerical rank, but would be adjusted lower.  (Example:  2 students are tied for 

8
th

, the next student is ranked 10
th

.)  This is because the class rank is ranking students and not G.P.A.s. 
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FOUR YEAR EDUCATIONAL PLAN 

 

NAME__________________________________ CAREER GOAL_________________ 

 

This educational plan gives you an opportunity to focus on the many courses available to you.  In your selection of courses, please 

keep in mind your possible career plans.  This is a flexible plan and may be changed. 

 

EDUCATIONAL DIRECTION (Please check) 

 

College Prep__________________ Tech Prep____________________ Vocational________________ 

                         (4 year)            (2 Year college)         (High school or Career Center) 

 

  Subject           Credit                   Subject     Credit 

 

  9
th

 Grade                    10
th

 Grade 
 

English ________________________  English ____________________________  

                                                                                       

Math __________________________  English ____________________________  

 

Science ________________________  Math ______________________________  

 

PE I ___________________________  Science ____________________________  

 

Health _________________________  PE II ______________________________  

 

U.S. History ____________________  World History _______________________  

 

Elective ________________________  Elective ____________________________  

 

Elective ________________________  Elective ____________________________  

 

Elective  _______________________  Elective ____________________________  

 

                         Total Credits ________                                  Total Credits ________  

 

                             11
th

 Grade                                                          12
th

 Grade 

 

English ________________________  English ____________________________  

 

English ________________________  English ____________________________  

 

Science ________________________  Government/Economics _______________  

 

Math __________________________  Elective____________________________ 

 

Elective ________________________  Elective ____________________________  

 

Elective ________________________  Elective ____________________________  

 

Elective ________________________  Elective ____________________________  

 

 

                          Total Credits _______                                   Total Credits ________  

 

                                                                                                  TOTAL CREDITS ____________  
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DESCRIPTION OF COURSES 
 

ART 
 

INTRODUCTION TO ART  800  (9, 10, 11, 12) 

Full year 

One credit 

Prerequisite:  None 

Estimated fee:  $33.00 

 

Introduction to Art is an exploratory and introductory visual arts course. Students will experience a variety of 

techniques and medias in the areas of drawing, painting, ceramics, printmaking, and sculpture. Art history, art 

criticism and art appreciation will also be introduced. Students will develop production skills in a sequential 

manner. As introduction to art is a prerequisite to all other studio courses, the Intro class serves high school 

students of all interests as well as art career bound students. It provides students with a knowledge and skill base 

for other AHS art classes, while also offering the general student population the same knowledge and skill base 

while possibly increasing the desire to pursue further art classes. 

 

CERAMICS  833  (10, 11, 12) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  Introduction to Art 

Estimated fee:  $25.00 

 

Ceramics will concentrate on a variety of hand building techniques to explore and discover the creative 

potential of a variety of clay bodies and glazes. Students will create works that differ in form and purpose from 

traditional to contemporary. Assignments will include functional pottery and non-functional sculptural pieces. 

In conjunction with learning the methods of ceramic studio production, students will create sketchbook journals 

illustrating student ideas and historical/cultural examples of ceramics. Students will present a final portfolio to 

their peers.  

 

PAINTING  842  (10, 11, 12) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  Introduction to Art 

Estimated fee:  $25.00 

 

Painting is an exploratory course highlighting experimentation and techniques in a variety of painting media. 

Major artists and art movements of the 20
th

 century as well as painting styles and techniques will be studied 

using the medias of oil and chalk pastels, acrylic, oil, watercolor, and gouache paints. Technology tools (digital 

camera & software programs) will be utilized for idea/composition development as well as research into the 

history of painting.  Students will present a final portfolio to their peers. 
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PRINTMAKING  836  (10, 11, 12) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  Introduction to Art 

Estimated fee:  $25.00 

 

Printmaking is an introduction to collographs, monotypes, relief printing, etching and engraving, and silkscreen.  

Students will investigate traditional printmaking and contemporary printing.  Emphasis will be placed on 

quality craftsmanship, composition and design, and content.  Students will create a journal to document their 

processes and a portfolio of prints to present to their peers. 

 

SCULPTURE: 3-D EXPLORATIONS  839  (10, 11,12) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  Introduction to Art 

Estimated fee:  $25.00 

 

Sculpture is an exploration into three dimensional processes.  Students will experience modeling, carving, 

casting and assemblage in media such as wood, clay, metal, plaster and wire.  Emphasis will be placed on 

craftsmanship, composition, and content.  Various works will be analyzed and the history of sculpture will be 

investigated.  Students will keep a journal documenting their processes and concepts and present a final 

portfolio of work.   

 

DRAWING FUNDAMENTALS 832  (10, 11, 12) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  Introduction to Art 

Estimated fee:  $25.00 

 

Drawing Fundamentals is an exploration into drawing.  Media such as graded pencils, charcoal, conte crayon, 

oil and chalk pastels, will be used independently in works and combined to create mixed media pieces.  

Students will concentrate on drawing methods from observational study, learning to use the grid method and 

other drawing techniques.  Students will be able to incorporate technology into their processes as well as 

creating final works of art from Adobe Photoshop.  A journal will be kept documenting their processes and a 

final portfolio will be presented to peers. 

 

CONTEMPORARY CRAFTS    (10,11,12) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  Introduction to Art 

Estimated fee:  $25.00 

 

Students will explore contemporary crafts from a fine arts perspective.  Students will design and create jewelry, 

fiber works, ceramic items, small scale sculptures, handmade journals, and baskets.  Emphasis will be placed on 

craftsmanship, composition and design, and the functionality of the objects.  Students will investigate the 

history of American crafts and look into crafts as a business.  Students will keep a journal documenting their 

processes and concepts and a final portfolio will be presented to their peers. 
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ADVANCED STUDIO ART  840  (11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  Introduction to Art, Application Process* 

Estimated fee:  $50.00 

*Students must submit a portfolio of 10 pieces and an essay for review by the art teachers. 

 

Advanced Studio Art is designed for the highly motivated, exceptional art student who is college, art school 

bound, or who aspires to an art-related profession. Since the full year program involves significantly more time 

than the average high school course, a serious commitment is required, including summer work. Students will 

work on completing a comprehensive portfolio of approximately 20 – 22 pieces of artwork showing quality, 

breadth, and concentration. The portfolio will follow the specifications of The College Board Advanced 

Placement Program. The completed portfolio is the equivalent to an advanced placement exam in other subjects 

and students have the option to submit the portfolio to be graded for a fee ($80.00). For those who do well on 

the examination, participating colleges, in turn grant credit and appropriate placement. Students will display 

their portfolio in the Spring Arts Show held in April at AHS.     
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BUSINESS EDUCATION 
 

MARKETING  451  (10,11,12) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite: None 

 

This course is designed for students interested in studying the marketing aspect of business.  Emphasis will be 

on the importance of marketing, sales and promotion.  Class work will include textbooks and projects. 

 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP 450  (10,11,12) 

Semester course 

1/2  credit 

Prerequisite: None 

 

This course is designed for students with a general interest in business.  Emphasis will be on going into business 

for yourself, researching business ownership and opportunities, site selections, and managing a business.  Class 

work will include textbooks and projects. 

 

MICROSOFT WORD I 467  (9, 10, 11, 12,) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

This is an introductory course in Microsoft Office applications.  Review on proper keying procedures (proper 

fingering, ergonomics, developing speed and accuracy) of the alphabet and number keys, and use of other 

special computer features.  In addition, production skills such as letter, memo, report preparation, and desktop 

publishing using MS Word are a major focus of this course. MS Power Point will be utilized for a multi-media 

presentation.  The skills learned are valuable for personal use and for educational and work related projects.  

 

COMPUTER APPLICATIONS 468  (9, 10, 11, 12) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  Microsoft Word I 

 

The computer skills being enhanced in this class include advanced Microsoft Office applications. Students will 

work with the following: database, spreadsheet, power point and e-mail programs.  Projects will be developed 

in each of these areas to support use in personal, educational, and employment situations. 
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ACCOUNTING I  470  (10, 11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  None 

Estimated fee:  $40.00 

 

This course is a good preparatory course for those planning to major in business in college or directly enter the 

business workforce after high school.  Accounting I provides the basic skills and understanding necessary to 

create and utilize financial records.  Proprietorship, Partnership, and Corporate accounting are studied.  This 

course can aid students in discovering aptitude and interest for a career in Accounting.  Business simulations are 

used to practice real work experiences. 

 

ACCOUNTING II  471  (11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  Accounting I 

 

The student will expand upon their knowledge of Accounting I concepts.  Management and cost accounting are 

studied for businesses organized as partnerships and corporations.  A broader understanding of business 

activities is gained in order to maintain and interpret financial records.  This course serves as an excellent 

background for students planning to pursue a career in the accounting field.  Business simulations are used to 

practice applications. 

 

ACCOUNTING III  473  (12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  Accounting I, II 

Estimated fee:  $35.00 

 

This course is a continuation of in-depth accounting for career preparation and advanced study.  Business 

simulations are used to practice applications. 

 

WEB DESIGN I  474  (9, 10, 11, 12) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  Keyboarding 

Estimated fee:  $7.00  

 

This beginning level course is an introduction to Web page creation and Web page design techniques.  HTML 

coding will be used to create Web pages.  This course is a prerequisite for Web Design II. 
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WEB DESIGN II  475  (9, 10, 11, 12) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  Web Design I 

 

This advanced level course is designed to further the student’s Web design skills and to prepare the student to 

produce more interactive Web pages.  Cascading Style Sheets, frames, Java Script, XML, and DHTML will be 

used to enhance Web pages. 

 

WEB INTERNSHIP  476, 477 

Semester course or year course 

1/2 or 1 credit 

Prerequisite:  Web Design II and teacher approval; completion of application process.  

 

Teacher approval is necessary for enrollment in this course.  Students will design and update the Ashland High 

School web site.  In addition, further studies of XML, DHTML, and Photoshop elements will be included in this 

course.  

 

 

DUAL CREDIT ONLINE COURSES 

 

These courses will be offered at Ashland High School with an online instructor from Stark State College and a 

mentor teacher at Ashland High School. Students will receive both high school and college credit for these 

courses. 

 

465 - BASIC AUTOCAD - DET 125 

 

This course begins with basics and gives students hands-on experience using personal computers to create 

engineering drawings with AutoCAD software. Topics include: basic components of a CAD system, overview 

of [Windows] operations, input methods, drawing setup and display, editing, dimensioning, text, layers, 

hatching, blocks and plotting. 

 

466 - GAME DESIGN - ECA 156 

 

Categories of video games, design principles related to different processing platforms, current animation 

techniques, and current software packages available for creation of video games are all major topics. The focus 

of this course is to familiarize the student with design technologies and software available to implement 

animation used for video games. The student will gain an overall view of the gaming industry. 
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TECH PREP PATHWAY 

 

Ashland High School 

Horticulture Technologies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9
th

 Grade 

English 9 

Pre-Algebra / Algebra I 

Physical Science I & II 

U.S. History 

Phys. Ed. 9/Health 

Ag. Science I 

 

 

 

10
th

 Grade 

 

 

Writing Workshop II/Appreciation of Literature II 

Next Level Math* 

Biology 

World History 

Phys. Ed.  

Microsoft Word I 

Ag. Science II 

 

 

 

11
th

 Grade 

Exploring Communications +/or Persuasive Communication 

Next Level Math* 

Chemistry (suggested)/Environmental Science & Phys. Geology 

Plant and Horticulture Science 

Greenhouse and Nursery Management 

 

 

12
th

 Grade 

Intermediate Composition 

Next Level Math* 

Government/Economics 

Landscape Systems Mgmt. or  

Agricultural and Environmental Systems Capstone 

 

 

*Available Math Courses 

Tech Algebra 

Algebra I 

Geometry 

Algebra II 
 

 

**Suggested Electives 

Ag Science I/II    World Languages 

Genetics    American or English Literature 

Journalism    Business English 

Power Reading    Ag Business I/II 

 

 

Criteria for enrollment into Tech Prep:  Capability of completing the competencies in the Tech 

         Prep Profile during the Junior and Senior years. 
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CAREER TECH 
ASHLAND HIGH SCHOOL 

 

 

DECISIONS IN LIVING  633  (9, 10) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  None  

Estimated fee:  $10.00 

 

Decisions in Living is an introductory class that helps students learn about job skills and interpret career and 

workplace issues.  This course demonstrates how academic achievement influences personal and career growth.  

Students will learn about conflict resolution techniques and apply social skills that lead to becoming a healthy, 

caring and responsible citizen.  Teen issues are discussed and how they relate to planning for life after high 

school.  A small cooking unit (focused on a healthy lifestyle) is included with this class. 

 

 

TOWARD INDEPENDENCE  637  (9, 10) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  None  

Estimated fee:  $15.00 

 

Toward Independence provides students with an understanding of the concepts and principles involved in 

managing one’s personal finances.  Topics include savings and investing, credit, insurance, taxes and social 

security, spending patterns and budget planning, contracts, and consumer protection.  A cooking unit is included 

with this class (based on making smart money choices when it comes to preparing food). 

 

 

FOOD FOR HEALTHY LIVING  635  (11,12) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  None  

Estimated fee:  $27.50 

 

Food For Healthy Living class explores cultural and social factors that affect body weight and healthy lifestyles.  

Students learn various aspects of food science including food groups, food-borne pathogens, food preparation, 

and cooking techniques.  A large cooking unit is included with this class, and students will have many 

opportunities to broaden their skills in the kitchen while, at the same time, learning many techniques that will 

help them learn how to prepare food properly. 
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CHILD DEVELOPMENT  629  (10, 11, 12) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  None  

Estimated fee:  $10.00 

 

Child Development begins with an in-depth study of pre-natal and infant care and development.  Many topics 

related to children under the age of six are studied, all designed to help the student become a more educated 

future parent.  Additional topics include parent-child relationships, discipline, parenting information and 

support, improving the future of the family, and small food projects.  Students will have the opportunity to 

explore careers that involve working with children. 

 

 

COOPERATIVE OFFICE EDUCATION  684  (12) 

Full year course 

3 credits 

Prerequisite:  Keyboarding I and application process. 

Estimated fee:  $50.00 

 

The Cooperative Office Education program, as the title implies, is a co-op program designed to train 

prospective secretarial, clerical, and office employees. 

 

This part-time work experience program carries three credits toward high school graduation and does not 

interfere with enrollment in a college or university; however, it is designed as a course to prepare students for 

entry-level secretarial/clerical and office positions which will enable them to secure employment after 

graduation and succeed in the business world.  The COE class meets for one period daily and each student 

works a minimum of 15 hours per week at an approved workstation. 

 

 

THE CAREER BASED INTERVENTION PROGRAM (CBIP)  650, 651, 654  (9) 

Full year course 

3 credits (1-Related, 1-Work, 1-U.S. History,) 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

The CBIP is a one year vocational work experience program designed for 14 and 15 year old students in the 

ninth grade.  The purpose of this program is to prepare students to become productive members of society while 

at the same time equipping them with the skills needed to live independently after graduation.  Heavy emphasis 

is placed upon study skills, human relations, money management, safety awareness and career exploration.  

This program also allows students to earn money during school, working in the school building serving in 

capacities such as cafeteria assistants, snack shack servers, weight room cleaners or general custodial duties. 
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GREENHOUSE AND NURSERY MANAGEMENT 626 (11,12) 

Semester course (2 consecutive periods) 

1 credit 

Prerequisite: Agric., Food and Natural Resources, Plant and Horticultural Science, or permission of instructor 

Estimated fee: None   

 

The course will apply principles of science, engineering, and business to support the sustainable propagation 

and production of plants in a commercial nursery or greenhouse facility. Management of soil/media, water and 

nutrient distribution, lighting, ventilation and temperature, and pests will be learned and applied. Students will 

demonstrate knowledge of propagation methods, plant health, nutrition, and growth stimulation. Students will 

develop successful business, communication, marketing, and sales strategies for use in the greenhouse and 

nursery industries. 

 

This program provides instruction and hands-on experience in horticulture and horticultural leadership. Areas of 

instruction include greenhouse production, nursery stock production, leadership, and employee/employer 

relations. Students gain hands-on experience in all areas of instruction. Outdoor and greenhouse work is a 

regular part of the school day. Computer applications are integrated into most aspects of the curriculum. 

Greenhouse projects can include such crops as foliage plants, hanging baskets, and spring bedding plants. 

Students will select a particular greenhouse crop to plan, manage and market as a production project. Students 

also operate the school Garden Center in the spring. 

 

Student leadership and cooperation skills are developed through participation in the FFA and the National 

Junior Horticultural Association. Course includes FFA membership. 

 

AHS Horticulture Website 

http://www.ashland-city.kl2.oh.us/ahs/classes/hort/ 

 

FLORAL DESIGN AND MARKETING 617 (11, 12) 

Semester course (2 consecutive periods) 

1 credit 

Prerequisite: Agric., Food and Natural Resources, Plant and Horticultural Science, or permission of instructor 

Estimated fee: None 

 

Students will use principles and elements of design to create various types and styles of floral arrangements 

with natural and artificial plants and plant products. Identification of ornamental plants and cut flowers, use of 

design materials, and storage and handling applications will be examined. Students will develop successful 

business, communication, marketing, and sales strategies for use in the floral industry. 

 

Student membership in the FFA and the National Junior Horticultural Association along with the Ohio Florists 

Association is also available to encourage student leadership and progress towards career goals. 

 

Students considering careers in art, architecture, floral design, gardening, interior design, landscaping, and 

grounds maintenance would benefit from the unique art perspective investigated by this course. 

 

Student leadership and cooperation skills are developed through participation in the FFA and the National 

Junior Horticultural Association. Course includes FFA membership. 

 
AHS Horticulture Website 

http://www.ashland-citv.kl2.oh.us/ahs/classes/hort/ 
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LANDSCAPE SYSTEMS MANAGEMENT 615 (11, 12) 

Semester course (2 consecutive periods) 

1 credit 

Prerequisite: Agric., Food and Natural Resources, Plant and Horticultural Science, or permission of instructor 

Estimated fee: None 

 

Students will learn methods for establishing and managing landscapes to promote growth and balance. The 

classification and care of woody and herbaceous landscape plants will be covered in-depth. Students will learn 

to optimize growing conditions, balance nutrients, and manage pests and disease. Horticultural skills including 

proper planting, fertilizing, and pruning techniques will be practiced while safely operating well-maintained 

specialized equipment. The implications of landscape installation on the environment will be analyzed and eco-

friendly practices applied. Students will employ communication, business, and management strategies 

appropriate for the industry. 

 

This program provides instruction and hands-on experience in horticulture and horticultural leadership. Areas of 

instruction include leadership, and employee/employer relations. Students gain hands-on experience in all areas 

of instruction. Outdoor and greenhouse work is a regular part of the school day. Computer applications are 

integrated into most aspects of the curriculum. Students also operate the school Garden Center when it is open. 

Student leadership and cooperation skills are developed through participation in the FFA and the National 

Junior Horticultural Association. Course includes FFA membership. 

 

AHS Horticulture Website 

http://www.ashland-city.kl2.oh.us/ahs/classes/hort/ 

 

 

FOOD, AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES (Ag Science I) 610 (9,l0,11,12) 

Full year course that includes FFA membership and Supervised Agriculture Experience Programs. 

1.25 credits (.50 science, .50 elective, .25 elective (only if SAEs are completed)) 

Prerequisite: None 

Estimated fee: None 

 

This course will teach students how to work in groups and develop their leadership abilities through hands-on 

activities.  Students will use the opportunities the FFA provides for growth and build upon their interpersonal 

skills. Students will use the animal science unit to promote proper animal husbandry and production to make 

sound decisions as a producer and consumer. Students will explain and demonstrate the basics in plant 

production and harvesting in helping make sound decisions as a consumer and producer. 

 

Students will be introduced to the FFA organization and begin development of their leadership ability. 

Leadership Development is stressed for student participation in parliamentary procedure, public speaking and 

Career Development Events (CDEs). Leadership training will emphasize the usage of committees. Students will 

also complete Supervised Agriculture Experience Programs (SAEPs) where hands-on involvement is the key. 
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PLANT AND HORTICULTURAL SCIENCE (Ag Science II) 621(10,11,12) 

Full year one period course that includes FFA membership and Supervised Agriculture Experience Programs. 

1.25 credits (.50 science, .50 elective, .25 elective (only if SAEs are completed)) 

Prerequisite: Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources (can be taken concurrently or approval from instructor) 

Estimated fee: None 

 

This second course in the pathway focuses on the broad knowledge and skills required to research, develop, 

produce and market agricultural, horticultural, and native plants and plant products. Students will apply 

principles and practices of plant physiology and anatomy, plant protection and health, reproductive biology in 

plants, influences in bioengineering, plant nutrition and disorders. Environmental aspects of irrigation, chemical 

application, soils, and pest management will be studied and applied. Projects and activities will enable students 

to develop communication, leadership, and business management skills. 

 

Greenhouse projects include poinsettias and bedding plants. Students receive sales training in the marketing of 

agricultural and horticultural products. Students also operate the school sales centers during the holiday season. 

Computer applications are integrated into most aspects of the curriculum.  

 

Leadership Development is stressed for student participation in parliamentary procedure, public speaking and 

Career Development Events (CDEs). Leadership training will emphasize the usage of committees and 

teamwork. Students will also complete Supervised Agriculture Experience Programs (SAEPs) where hands-on 

involvement is the key. 

 

AHS Horticulture Website  

http://www.ashIand-city.kl2.oh.us/ahs/classes/hort/ 

 

  

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT FOR AGRICULTURAL & ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 

(Ag Business I) 612 (11,12) 

Full year course that includes FFA membership and Supervised Agriculture Experience Programs. 

1.25 credits (1 elective, .25 elective (only if SAEs are completed)) 

Prerequisite: Ag Science I and II (or approval from the instructor) 

Estimated fee: None 

 

Learners will examine elements of business, identify organizational structures and identify and apply 

management skills. Learners will develop business plans, financial reports and strategic goals for new ventures 

or existing businesses. Learners will use marketing concepts to evaluate the marketing environment and develop 

a marketing plan with marketing channels, product approaches, promotion and pricing strategies. Learners will 

practice customer sales techniques and apply concepts of ethics and professionalism while understanding 

related business regulations. 

 

This course emphasizes advanced levels of leadership development and training, agricultural social activity 

involvement, and group interaction, as well as student participation in parliamentary procedure, public speaking 

and Career Development Events (CDEs). Students will also complete Supervised Agriculture Experience 

Programs (SAEPs) where hands-on involvement is the key.  
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COMMUNICATION AND LEADERSHIP (Ag Business II) 613 (12) 
Full year course that includes FFA membership and Supervised Agriculture Experience Programs. 

1.25 credits (1 elective, .25 elective (only if SAEs are completed)). 

Prerequisite: Ag Science I & II, and Ag Business I (or approval from the instructor) 

Estimated fee: None 

 

Students will analyze attributes and capabilities of those in leadership positions and develop their 

communication and leadership skills in authentic situations. The course prepares students to apply journalistic 

communication and broadcasting principles to the development, production, and transmittal of agricultural and 

environmental systems information. 

 

This course emphasizes advanced levels of leadership development and training, agricultural social activity 

involvement, and group interaction, as well as student participation in parliamentary procedure, public speaking 

and Career Development Events (CDEs). Students will also complete Supervised Agriculture Experience 

Programs (SAEPs) where hands-on involvement is the key. 

 
AGRICULTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS CAPSTONE 628 (11,12) 

.5 elective credit - must work minimum of 120 hours from July 1 - graduation time 

1 elective credit - must work minimum of 225 hours from July 1 - graduation time 

2 elective credits - must work minimum of 450 hours from July 1 - graduation time 

Prerequisite: must be enrolled in an Agricultural & Environmental Systems Career Pathway course (concurrently) 

and have completed or be concurrently enrolled in Business Management for Agricultural and Environmental 

Sciences - requires approval from the instructor 

Estimated fee: None 

 

Requirements: must have a job related to agriculture, student must maintain daily records of work performed 

and hours worked and complete a weekly work schedule left with instructor. 

Options: you do not have to have free periods during the school day to obtain this credit 

 

You may get out of school up to 3 periods during the school day, as long as all your other class requirements are 

accounted for and weekly hourly requirements are met. (Preapproval from parents, counselor, employer, and 

instructor are needed.) 

 

The capstone course is an opportunity for students to solve problems and demonstrate that they have achieved 

the requisite knowledge and skills in their chosen Agricultural and Environmental Systems career field 

pathway. The course is designed to assess cognitive, affective and psychomotor learning and to do so in a 

student-centered and student-directed manner. The capstone requires the application of learning to a project 

(often Job Placement) that serves as an instrument of evaluation. Credits for research and other activities 

meriting capstone credit will be as determined jointly by the student and instructor per ODE guidelines. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 
 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH 

 

 

Four credits must be earned in English for graduation.  English courses are phased from 2 through 5 to indicate 

the degree of sophistication and difficulty; the higher the phasing (number), the greater the challenge. 

 

Students will typically follow one of the three pathways listed below; however, students are not locked into one 

particular pathway. 

 

1. Honors English 9 (freshman year) – 1 credit 

 Honors English 10 (sophomore year) – 1 credit 

 British Literature (junior year) – ½ credit 

 Advanced Composition and AP English (senior year) – 1.5 credits 

 

2. English 9 (freshman year) - 1 credit 

 Writing Workshop II & Appreciation of Literature II (sophomore year) – ½ credit each 

 American Literature and Intermediate Composition (junior year) – ½ credit each 

 Two semester electives – ½ credit each 

 

3. English 9 (freshman year) – 1 credit 

 Writing Workshop I and Appreciation of Literature I (sophomore year) – ½ credit each 

 Short Novel and Concerns of Modern Society (junior year) – ½ credit each 

 Two semester electives – ½ credit each 
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 Freshman Year    Sophomore Year 
 

 English 9    Writing Workshop I 

         or                                                                                                                or 

 Honors English 9    Writing Workshop II  

                                                                                               

                                       and 

 

     Appreciation of Lit I  

                            or 

      Appreciation of Lit II  

 

                            OR 

  

       Honors English 10  

 

 

 Junior Year     Senior Year 

 
 Short Novel     2 electives 

         and 

 Concerns of Modern Society 

 

          OR           OR 

 

 American Literature*     Advanced Composition 

                        and       and  

 Intermediate Composition     AP English 

 

           OR 

 

 British Literature 

 

 

*American Literature is not an option for students who earned credit in Honors English 10
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ENGLISH 9  039 (Phase 2) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

The ninth grade English course is a survey course, which covers all major areas usually associated with English 

class instruction.  In literature the student receives strong emphasis on essential reading skills, including general 

vocabulary, as well as on reading for appreciation.  Short stories, poetry, drama, nonfiction, novel – all are part 

of the program.  Continuous practice in composition skills is provided throughout the year, stressing good 

sentence structure, spelling, punctuation, and content.  In this course, instruction in grammar and usage is given 

strong emphasis.  Throughout the course, students learn the importance of language skill development in 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening, both for its practical value as a job skill and for its use as an aid to help 

them reach their potential as life-long learners. 

 

HONORS ENGLISH 9  040 (Phase 3) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  Avid interest in English.  Special aptitude for English as evidenced by  

           scores in reading, composition, grammar, and a Lexile score of 1300.  Completion of  

           summer reading requirements. Recommendation of eighth grade English teacher is needed.            

         

Honors English 9 is a course designed to challenge the student who meets the prerequisites listed above.  All of 

the goals and objectives of the regular English 9 class will be met with more intense study in composition, 

vocabulary, grammar, and literature.  The instruction is much more rapidly paced.  A strong emphasis is placed 

on study skills for success in academic courses, especially those in the intended sequence of courses:  Honors 

English 10, British Literature, Advanced Composition, and AP English. 

 

HONORS ENGLISH 10  050  (Phase 4) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  C or above in Honors English 9 or an A in English 9 with teacher 

           recommendation; completion of the summer reading requirements; serious 

           interest in AP English 

Estimated fee:  $17.00 

 

Honors English 10 is a full-year course designed to challenge the student who meets the above criteria.  To 

prepare that student for the rigors of Advanced Placement English in the senior year, this accelerated course 

combines the requirements for American Literature, Appreciation of Literature II, and Writing Workshop II.  

Students in this course will participate in extensive and in-depth literature study and complete a number of 

required writing assignments with focus on expository and analytical responses.  Students taking Honors 

English 10 are expected to continue the honors sequence by following Honors English 10 with British 

Literature, Advanced Composition, and AP English.



 38 

 

 

 

WRITING WORKSHOP I  041  (Phase 2) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

Writing Workshop I is a course designed for students who typically struggle in English courses, particularly in 

the area of composition.  Various short writing assignments will begin the semester, followed by longer 

compositions.  Emphasis will be placed on developing five-paragraph essays, structuring an argument, writing 

for an audience, and supporting thesis statements.  Journal writing and testing strategies will be incorporated 

throughout the semester for the purpose of honing both mechanical skills and spelling skills.  Over the course of 

the semester, students will be required to complete the following required assignments:  a narrative, a research 

essay, and a literary analysis.  Students who do well in Writing Workshop I may choose to take Writing 

Workshop II in a subsequent semester. 

 

WRITING WORKSHOP II  042  (Phase 3) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  At least a C average in standard English 9 or successful completion of    

           Writing Workshop I. 

 

Writing Workshop II is designed to aid the student in improving and refining individual writing skills.  

Assignments emphasize effective sentence phrasing and clear paragraph development.  Students will experience 

the writing process through a variety of writing assignments:  journal entries, descriptions, narration, expository 

writing, and summaries.  Major required assignments include personal narrative, literary analysis, magazine 

layout, and research essay.  

 

INTERMEDIATE COMPOSITION  045  (Phase 4) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Writing Workshop II 

 

Intermediate Composition is a writing course designed to develop and enhance the writing skills of junior and 

senior students.  Both reading and writing are integrated throughout the semester, including reading and 

responding to nonfiction texts.  This course also includes review of grammatical concepts, practice in writing 

and revising, methods of research and documentation, and introduction to a variety of rhetorical strategies for 

writing.  This course is open to juniors and seniors whose thinking and writing need the refinement and polish 

to be successful in more advanced academic writing courses. Many students will find this class to be an 

excellent precursor to Advanced Composition. 
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ADVANCED COMPOSITION  046  (Phase 5) 

Semester course for seniors 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisites:  Writing Workshop II, Appreciation of Literature II and American Literature, or Honors   

  English 10 

  keyboarding skills 

Highly recommended:  Students should take Intermediate Composition before taking Advanced Composition.  

Those who choose to take Advanced Composition without having taken Intermediate 

Composition may experience difficulty in the higher-level course. 

Estimated fee:  $30.00 

 

Advanced Composition, designed for the senior who seriously plans to pursue a college education, offers the 

opportunity for students to refine their individual writing skills.  By learning specific techniques for organizing 

and writing logical arguments and literary analyses, students will become better prepared for the more intense 

critical thinking/writing experiences demanded in college. 

 

Emphasis in this course focuses on the quality of written expression and not just on the frequency of the writing.  

The assignments, structure, and rewriting demanded in this class aid in targeting weak spots, offering direction 

for improvement, and ultimately guiding each student in the development of a mature, unique writing style. 

 

Involved in assignments will be a certain amount of reading; therefore, you will not only write compositions but 

also read essays, plays, novels, editorials, and other documents.  In this particular class, computer word 

processing will be used whenever possible to expedite the efficiency of drafting, editing, and revising 

assignments.  Students will be expected to master Microsoft Word word-processing program, even if they are 

familiar with another. 

 

CREATIVE WRITING  048  (Phase 4) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  Writing Workshop II 

 

Creative Writing is a course designed for those students who show above average writing skills and wish to 

enrich those skills.  Heavy concentration will be placed on writing for the many markets, as well as developing 

self-expression through a variety of writing exercises.  Students will study the writing of contemporary authors 

for models and trends in the world of publishing.  Writing projects will include but not be limited to the 

following:  poetry, short fiction, children’s books, non-fiction for magazines, restaurant reviews, one act plays, 

(when facilities and time permit), query letters to publishers, and cover letters to publishers. 
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LITERATURE OF SPORTS  059  (Phase 3) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

Literature of Sports is designed to increase the student’s appreciation and awareness of the influence of sports 

on modern society.  Students will read a wide range of nonfiction and fiction texts pertaining to the world of 

sports.  Students will frequently be expected to write in response to what they have read.  In addition, a research 

project with proper documentation is required.  The literature will also expose students to many different social 

issues that can be found in the sports arena, such as gender roles, racism, scandals, and the influence of popular 

sports and athletes on society. 

 

APPRECIATION OF LITERATURE I  060  (Phase 1 – 2) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

This literature course in appreciation is designed similarly to that of Appreciation of Literature II.  The intent is 

to present a variety of literature selections on a more appropriate reading level for students who would have 

difficulty in the alternate course.  A student who does exceptionally well in this course may attempt to take 

Appreciation of Literature II during a subsequent semester, with approval of Appreciation of Literature I 

teacher. 

 

APPRECIATION OF LITERATURE II  061  (Phase 3) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  At least a C average in Standard English 9 or successful completion of Appreciation  

                       of Literature I 

 

This literature course is designed to increase the student’s appreciation of a wide variety of literary forms, such 

as short stories, poems, plays, and novels, with a specific emphasis on reading longer works. As teachers guide 

students in their enjoyment of reading, they will also challenge readers to become aware of the basic elements 

that are integral to great works of literature. Students will explore poems as meaningful responses to 

experiences, as they develop an understanding of various structures and elements of poetry. Course activities 

will include reading selections both in and out of class, responding to those selections through class discussion 

and written reflections, keeping notes, and completing vocabulary building exercises.     

 

READING INTERVENTION (Phase 1) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  Placement by guidance counselor 

 

The focus of the class will be to improve reading skills and comprehension.  Students will be placed in this 

course as needed by a guidance counselor.  In the class students will be exposed to reading strategies including 

predicting, questioning, making connections, reviewing, summarizing, visualizing, inferring, and evaluating 

through the use of short nonfiction and fiction texts.  Although students may be placed in the course for more 

than one semester, they can earn only ½ credit as an English elective toward their graduation requirement. 
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CONCERNS OF MODERN SOCIETY  062  (Phase 3) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

This course will prepare students to become more confident and able writers in everyday life.  We will be 

writing various essays in response to literature and the world around us.  Current event articles, primary 

documents and novels will make up the majority of the literature read in this course. Additionally, connections 

will be made between past and present.  Discussions and written responses of social and cultural differences in 

technology, cyberbullying, self-image, relationships, social activism and empathy are the focus of the course.  

 

MYTHOLOGY  066  (Phase 3) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

Mythology is open to any interested student but highly recommended as a college preparatory course.  This 

course is designed to acquaint students with ancient Greek and Roman deities and heroes and their stories, on 

which much of our best literature, art, and music is based.  The knowledge gained will enable the student to 

understand better many allusions to mythology made in every kind of literature.  In addition, the study of 

mythology and its ancient explanations for the mysteries of the universe will enrich the student by giving him 

insight into his own culture and the universal concept of human experience. 

 

THE SHORT NOVEL  068  (Phase 4) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

This course is designed to offer enjoyment, appreciation, and improved know-how in novel reading.  The novels 

to be read are not difficult to read, but offer a challenge to interpret.  These novels have values beyond just the 

story line.  Some attention, especially in discussion, will be given to the novelist’s techniques, but the emphasis 

is on the human experience.  Students can expect to complete various activities and projects in response to the 

readings.  A minimum of six novels will be read as part of the required reading. 

 

BIBLE AS LITERATURE  063  (Phase 3) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

This course will make the student more familiar with the history, traditions, and writings of both the Old and 

New Testaments.  Emphasis will be placed on the authors and history of the various writings.  Literary 

techniques of various periods will be included.  Video tapes and recordings will be included wherever possible 

to deepen student understanding of the most published book in the world. 
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AMERICAN LITERATURE  070  (Phase 4) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  Writing Workshop II and Appreciation of Literature II are recommended  

           for proper course sequence.  Not open to students who earned a credit in Honors English 10. 

Estimated fee:  $12.50 

 

This course explores the important literary trends in America from the early colonists through the modern day 

innovators.  The reading includes short stories, novels, nonfiction, poetry, and drama.  Extensive reading, class 

discussion, and note taking are used to examine American literature’s importance to the American culture.  

Although the emphasis is on the reading and discussion, writing related to the reading is included.  This course 

is highly recommended for students planning to go to college. 

 

BRITISH LITERATURE  074  (Phase 5) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  American Literature or Honors English 10 is recommended for the sequence. 

Estimated fee:  $7.00 

 

This semester survey course in British Literature is an elective recommended for college preparatory students.  

It is planned to give the student an introduction to the outstanding figures and texts in the British literary 

traditions.  Discussions focus on ideas to help explain what being human has meant through the ages.  

Additional readings support the basic anthology as students study poetry, drama, novels, short stories, and 

nonfiction. 

 

SPEECH  076  (Phase 3) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

Speech is a course designed for all students who wish to become effective communicators. Students engage in 

interpersonal communication interactions, and they acquire organizational, writing, critical thinking, research, 

and listening skills.  The student is also encouraged to develop his or her own thoughts, feeling, style, and 

personal attitudes into an effective message for specific situations.  This course involves instruction and 

experience in giving a presentation.  Students are taught the principles of speech content and delivery so that 

they can effectively participate in a variety of practical speaking situations. Presentations will include the 

informative speech, persuasive speech, visual aid/demonstration speech, impromptu speech, and group 

presentation. 
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PERSUASIVE COMMUNICATION  078  (Phase 4) 

Semester course 

½ credit 

Prerequisite:  none 

 

Persuasive Communication is a semester elective recommended for students who find satisfaction in winning 

arguments.  This course is good for those planning a career in business, law, education, or any profession that 

stresses selling ideas or products. 

 

Critical thinking leads to informed opinions, and this course explores several methods of communicating 

opinions.  Activities include group discussion, debate, a persuasive speech, social media marketing, mass 

marketing, and marketing campaign projects. A series of debates will be the culminating project.  Both writing 

and speaking will be taught in this class. 

 

COMMUNICATION THROUGH VIDEO PRODUCTION (Video 1) 095 (Phase 3) 

Semester course (formerly full-year course) 

½ credit 

Prerequisite: NONE (Please note the pre-requisite courses for this class have been removed) 

 

Written application AND teacher recommendation form is required, available from your Guidance Counselor. 

Estimated fee:  $20.00 (includes workbook) 

 
This course is designed for students who want to learn about visual communication through video, audio, 

and graphics. Students will be introduced to video cameras, microphones, and various other TV production 

equipment and their proper use; basic Adobe Photoshop (photo editing) and Premiere (video editing), and learn 

the theories as well as the practical application of TV and Film production. The students will learn all of the 

necessary skills to produce the morning announcements, as well as becoming well versed in the skills of 

effective visual communication. 

 
ADVANCED VIDEO PROGRAMMING AND PRODUCTION (Video II) 096 (Phase 4) 

Semester course (formerly full-year course) 

½ credit 

Prerequisite: Communication Through Video Production (Video I) and permission of the instructor 

Estimated fee: $10.00 
 

 

Students will take part in producing video programs for broadcast use, including morning announcements via 

classroom TV (Arrow Television), and commercial productions for outside industry.  The course will further 

refine the news skills of the introductory class.  Students will also learn advanced computer editing skills,  

further use of Photoshop, commercial and industrial video techniques, and feature production (including music 

videos and documentary).  Much outside of class camera work as well as studio work, including interviewing 

and on location filming, will be required. Emphasis will include productions for cable broadcast, public 

relations, and in-house video.    
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ARROW TELEVISION – ADVANCED VISUAL COMMUNICATION THROUGH VIDEO 
PRODUCTION   (Video III) 097 

(Phase 5) Full year course 
1 credit 

Prerequisite:  Communication Through Video Production (Video I) AND Video II, and permission of the 

instructor. 

 

This course is designed for the student who is considering enrollment in a post-secondary/College/Trade 
school TV/Film production program.  Refinement of the skills learned in Video I and II will be emphasized, 

including short narrative films produced for state and national contests. Programs will be produced for use by 

Ashland City Schools and outside professional vendors.  Emphasis will include productions for cable 
broadcast, public relations, and in-house video. A resume tape for college or future production   employment 

will be produced. Students in this program are expected to present themselves on a professional level in and 
out of class. 

 
DRAMATICS  079  (Phase 3) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

This course is designed for all students with an interest in theater regardless of their previous experience.  

Students will do interpretive excerpts of narrative prose, poetry, oratory, and plays.   

 

POWER READING  072  (Phase 4) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  None 

Estimated fee:  $15.00 

 

Power Reading is an advanced course designed to help college preparatory students improve their reading 

comprehension and reading speed.  Based upon several best practices in reading, the course utilizes reading 

materials from a variety of sources:  books, newspapers, paperbacks, periodicals, etc.  Not only will the students 

learn how to survey, set purpose, speculate, skim read, study read, and pace, but they will also learn where and 

when to use these tools.  Critical analysis of reading material is also emphasized using summaries and 

comparison/contrast.  Furthermore, an emphasis on vocabulary building is incorporated into the course to help 

students improve their reading comprehension and writing ability.  Three additional readings of a novel, 

biography, or nonfiction book with an accompanying paper/project are required. Because emphasis is placed on 

reading comprehension and vocabulary acquisition, successful completion of this course has been helpful in 

raising students’ ACT scores.  Power Reading is highly recommended for students planning to further their 

education beyond high school, but it is open to any student who likes a challenging course. 
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH  047  (Phase 5) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  See course description 

Estimated fee:  $12.50  

 

Advanced Placement English is a full year course open to academically talented seniors.  Students study and 

practice writing and learn to analyze mature literature.  They will learn to use the characteristic modes of 

discourse and to organize assumptions underlying various rhetorical strategies.  Through speaking, listening, 

reading, and writing, students will become more aware of the resources of their own language.  They should 

come to care more intensely about the human experience as reflected in literature. 

 

To be eligible for this course the student should have a 3.5 average in other English courses, including Honors 

English 10 or Writing Workshop II, Appreciation of Literature II and American Literature; British Literature; 

and a selection of other academic English courses as the student’s schedule permits.  Advanced Composition, 

also required, must be scheduled concurrently with A.P. English.  Other recommended courses for prospective 

students include Speech, Mythology, and Power Reading.  

 

Advanced Placement examinations are given in May.  There is a fee for such an examination.  For those who do 

well on the examination, participating colleges, in turn, grant credit and appropriate placement. 

 

JOURNALISM I  080  (Phase 3) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

This beginning course is an introduction to mass media, basic journalism writing and techniques using 

Columbia’s AP stylebook.  In addition to a textbook study of history, journalistic ethics, and styles of 

journalistic writing, students will practice writing columns, editorials, opinion pieces, etc.  Newspapers will be 

analyzed.  In-class interviews will allow students an opportunity to write.  This course is a prerequisite for 

Journalism II and Panorama and is suggested for Guide yearbook students. 

 

JOURNALISM II  081  (Phase 4) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisites:  Journalism I and instructor’s approval for freshmen, sophomores, and juniors.  Good writing 

ability and desire to  

  further journalistic skills.  This course is required for students who want to  

  be considered for Panorama. 

 

This advanced level course is designed to prepare students for Panorama, the student newspaper.  Students will 

continue developing journalistic styles from the first course, begin using the feature approach and research 

skills.  Layout and makeup will be emphasized.  Digital photography is used in this course.  Students will 

publish a few papers and do other layout and publishing assignments as assigned, including articles for the Teen 

Times.  Use of computers and desktop publishing skills will be taught, using Macintosh, Photoshop, and Quark 

Express. 
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YEARBOOK JOURNALISM I  083  (10, 11, 12) 

YEARBOOK JOURNALISM II  084  (11, 12) 

YEARBOOK JOURNALISM III  091  (11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisites:  Recommendation from English teacher and instructor’s approval, in               

accordance with the application process.  Journalism I is required. 

 

Yearbook Journalism I is a full year course designed for students interested in producing a yearbook using the 

skills of writing and photojournalism.  Students are taught the basic skills of yearbook/journalistic writing styles 

as well as yearbook design and layout.  Assignments are made immediately, covering ongoing activities of 

Ashland High School. 

 

Students are required to cover after-school and weekend events.  Also, skills in photography are desirable.  

Keyboarding skills are important for computer use.  Students also sell advertisements, take orders for books, 

perform public relations, as well as all other necessary responsibilities.   

 

All editors are chosen from second and third year staff members.  All incoming students are admitted on a 

probationary status.  Staff cooperation is paramount for the success and completion of the yearbook staff’s 

goals. 

 

NEWSPAPER JOURNALISM I (PANORAMA)  082  (10, 11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisites:  One full credit of Journalism, advisor’s approval 

 

This is a laboratory class for producing a weekly school newspaper known as Panorama.  Students will further 

develop skills learned in earlier level classes.  Students will publish papers and do other layout and publishing 

assignments as assigned, including articles for the Teen Times. They will write, edit, and produce camera-ready 

copy for the printer. 

 

Students are expected to cover events beyond the local school and community.  Normally, incoming juniors 

serve as staff writers, and seniors in their second year perform editorial and administrative functions.  Staff 

members are responsible for distributing papers and acquiring sponsors. 

 

NEWSPAPER JOURNALISM II (PANORAMA)  087  (11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisites:  One full credit of Journalism, advisor’s approval 

 

This is a laboratory class for producing a weekly school newspaper known as Panorama. Students will further 

develop skills learned in earlier level classes.  Students will publish papers and do other layout and publishing 

assignments as assigned, including articles for the Teen Times. They will write, edit, and produce camera-ready 

copy for the printer. 

 

Students are expected to cover events beyond the local school and community.  Normally, incoming juniors 

serve as staff writers, and seniors in their second year perform editorial and administrative functions.  Staff 

members are responsible for distributing papers and acquiring sponsors.   
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Special Needs Courses 

 

            9
th

                           10
th

                            11
th

                         12
th
 

Basic English 9  (912)            Basic Wr. Wrk. I  

(948) 

Basic Life Skills English (903) 

Basic Reading  (946, 947) 

Basic Literature  (904) 

 

 

          

Basic App. Lit. I  

(949) 

                                            Or 

                           Regular English Classes 

 

 
 

BASIC LIFE SKILLS ENGLISH  903  (11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

 

Life Skills English will help students develop a life management plan to prepare them for their future careers.  

Student will examine skills and interests needed for a variety of practical occupations as well as having the 

opportunity to develop their own abilities for future employment.  Students will learn about careers, job 

applications, interviewing skills, public speaking, self-assessments, and living on your own issues.  Emphasis is 

on writing and reading skills to aid the student in becoming self-reliant in solving job-related problems. 

 

BASIC LITERATURE  904  (11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

  

This literature course is designed to increase the student’s appreciation of a wide variety of literary form, such 

as short stories, poems, plays, non-fiction, and fiction.  Course activities will include reading selections both in 

and out of class, responding to those selections through class discussion, note taking, building vocabulary, book 

reports, and writing responses.  Students will also complete their Career Passport during this course. 

 

BASIC ENGLISH 9  912 

Full year course 

1 credit 

 

Being able to communicate thoughts and ideas in writing is a fundamental basic skill that is valuable throughout 

life.  Students who take this course receive strong emphasis on essential writing skills, including sentence 

structure, spelling, punctuation, usage and content.  Written expression skills will be assessed through progress 

monitoring and strengthened through timed writings, direct and guided instruction, as well as independent 

practice.  Students who take this course receive strong emphasis on essential reading skills, including word 

analysis, general vocabulary, as well as on reading for appreciation.  Short stories, poetry, plays, biographies – 

all are part of the program.  Independent reading levels will be established and fluency will be strengthened 

through the use of repeated readings, reader’s theater, choral reading, and repeated timings. 
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BASIC WRITING WORKSHOP I  948  (10) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Estimated fee:  $8.00 

 

Students learn to write using the writing process.  They are required to write a minimum of 3 papers with an 

introduction, 2 paragraphs, and a conclusion.  Work centers on thesis sentences and topic sentences.  Weekly 

journals are a requirement.  Students are expected to complete a resume, job application, and a cover letter. 

 

BASIC APPRECIATION OF LITERATURE  949  (10) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

 

Students will read a wide variety of literary selections and work on comprehension of selections.  Note taking is 

emphasized. 

 

BASIC READING  946, 947  (10, 11, 12) 

Semester or full year course 

1/2 or 1 credit 

 

Reading is taught with emphasis on comprehension and vocabulary development using a wide variety of skill-

building materials, vocabulary drills, and a 100+ classroom library of books written at a variety of reading 

levels.  Students will be expected to maintain a vocabulary journal and read and report on five books each six-

weeks in addition to daily assignments.  Daily lessons may include computer work and reading from the 

newspaper.  Many materials are available on cassette. 

 

(This course can be repeated for credit without duplicating any materials or vocabulary.) 
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Honors Geometry 

Honors Algebra II 

Honors  

Trig / Calculus 

 Ashland High School 

Mathematics Flowchart 
 

 Typical Program Options 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

* TI-83/84 Calculator required for Algebra II and higher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    
  

* TI-83/84 Calculator required for Algebra II and higher. 

  

 

 

 
 

Practical Geometry 

Algebra I 

Geometry 

Honors Geometry & 

Honors Algebra II 
Must be taken concurrently 

 

AP Statistics 

Algebra II 
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AP Calculus 

Practical Algebra II 

4
th

 credit course TBD 
Coming in 2014! 

Practical Algebra 

Note: Tech Prep Program is not approved by 

NCAA Clearinghouse for college-bound athletes. 

Senior Math 
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MATHEMATICS 
 

Mathematics Department Mission Statement 

To work together to provide a positive learning environment that challenges our students by promoting 

high standards and critical thinking. 

 

The Practical Curriculum sequence is intended for the student who seeks vocational training.  While this 

curriculum articulates with the Career Center and the state technical colleges, it may not prepare students for a 

four-year college program.  Teaching methods focus on concrete applications. 

 

The Core College Preparatory sequence is designed for students intending to complete a four-year college 

program.  Teaching methods strike a balance between basic theory and applications. 

 

The Honors sequence continues the program begun in 7
th

 and 8
th

 grades for the student with exceptional ability 

and interest in mathematics.  This program culminates in an Advanced Placement Calculus course for which 

capable students may receive college credit. 

 

An individual conference with parent(s), teacher, guidance counselor and student is strongly recommended for: 

1. Movement between sequence, or 

2. Continuation in the present sequence when a grade less than “C” has been achieved. 

 

Graphing Calculators are important in our math curriculum.  The TI-83 Plus or TI-84 Plus graphing calculator is 

required for college prep students at the Algebra II or higher level. 

 

 

PRACTICAL ALGEBRA  330 (9) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  Pre-Algebra (in 8
th

 grade) 

Intended Next Course:  Practical Geometry  

 

Careful attention will be given in this course to an understanding and acquisition of the skills needed to continue 

through future years of mathematics.  As a result, the teacher assumes the mastery of basic arithmetic skills 

dealing with both fractions and decimals. The emphasis is to extend those skills to apply to variable quantities 

and expressions.  The Common Core State Standards for Algebra I will be covered. 
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ALGEBRA I  340  (9) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  (A or B in Pre-Algebra recommended) 

Intended Next Course: Geometry 

 

Careful attention will be given in this course to an understanding and acquisition of the skills needed to continue 

through future years of mathematics in a college-prep setting.  As a result, the teacher assumes the mastery of 

basic arithmetic skills dealing with both fractions and decimals. The emphasis is to extend those skills to apply 

to variable quantities, expressions, equations, and graphing. The Common Core State Standards for Algebra I 

will be covered. 

 

PRACTICAL GEOMETRY  344  (10) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite: Practical Algebra or Algebra I 

Intended next course:  Practical Algebra II  

*A calculator (graphing or scientific) is required along with compass, protractor, and ruler. 

 

Geometry is the branch of mathematics that deals with the mathematics of position, form, and space.  The 

emphasis in this course is on practical application of geometric concepts, vocabulary, analytic thinking, and 

deductive reasoning.  A “hands on” approach is utilized with less emphasis on memorization.  The Common  

Core State Standards for Geometry will be covered. 

 

GEOMETRY  345 (10, 11) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite: Algebra I  

Intended Next Course: Algebra II 

*A calculator (graphing or scientific) is required along with compass, protractor, and ruler.  

 

Geometry is the branch of mathematics that deals with the mathematics of position, form and space.  The 

emphasis in this course is upon utilization of concepts, precision of language, analytical thinking, and inductive 

and deductive reasoning often using a discovery approach. The Common Core State Standards for Geometry 

will be covered. 

 

HONORS GEOMETRY  346  (9, 10 - with teacher permission and conference) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite: Honors Algebra I 

Intended Next Course: Honors Algebra II 

*A calculator (graphing or scientific) is required along with compass, protractor, and ruler. 

 

Geometry is the branch of mathematics that deals with the mathematics of position, form and space.  The 

emphasis in this course is upon utilization of concepts, precision of language, analytical thinking, and inductive 

and deductive reasoning.  This course is intended for students continuing in the honors sequence. The Common 

Core State Standards for Geometry will be covered. 
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PRACTICAL ALGEBRA II   (11,12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite: Practical Geometry or Geometry 

Intended next course: coming in 2014-15 

*A calculator (graphing or scientific) is needed. Graphing calculators provided for class use. 

 

This course will reinforce basic algebra skills and geometry concepts.  The emphasis at this level is to extend 

these skills to further applications of algebra and to promote good problem solving skills.   

 

The goals of this course are: 

1. To continue the study of skills fundamental to Algebra including: 

a) properties of real numbers, exponents and radicals 

b) simplification of algebraic expressions 

c) solution of equations and inequalities 

d) trigonometric functions. 

2. To study fundamental properties of the complex number system  

3. To study general properties of functions and graphs with emphasis given to polynomial, exponential and 

logarithmic functions. 

4.  To continue the development of problem solving skills as they relate to each area of concentration.  The           

Common Core State Standards for Algebra II will be covered. 

 

ALGEBRA II  350 (10, 11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  Geometry, Honors Geometry 

Intended Next Course: Pre-Calculus 

*A graphing calculator is necessary. 

 

In this course the teacher assumes the mastery of basic algebraic skills and geometric formulas.  The emphasis 

at this level is to extend these skills to further applications of algebra and to promote good problem solving 

skills.   

 

The goals of this course are: 

1.   To continue the study of skills fundamental to Algebra including: 

e) properties of real numbers, exponents and radicals 

f) simplification of algebraic expressions 

g) solution of equations and inequalities 

h) trigonometric functions. 

2.   To study fundamental properties of the complex number system and matrices 

3.   To study general properties of functions and graphs with emphasis given to polynomial, exponential and 

logarithmic functions. 

4.  To continue the development of problem solving skills as they relate to each area of concentration.  The           

Common Core State Standards for Algebra II will be covered. 
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HONORS ALGEBRA II  355  (10) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  Honors Geometry 

Intended Next Course:  Honors Trig. / Calculus 

*A graphing calculator is necessary per College Board requirements. 

 

In this course the teacher assumes the mastery of basic algebraic skills and geometric formulas.  The emphasis 

at this level is to extend these skills to further applications of algebra and to promote good problem solving 

skills.  This course is intended for students continuing in the honors math sequence. The 10
th

 grade indicators 

will be used to monitor progress towards passing the Ohio Graduation Test.  

The goals of this course are: 

1. To continue the study of skills fundamental to Algebra including: 

a) properties of real numbers, exponents and radicals 

b) simplification of algebraic expressions 

c) solution of equations and inequalities and systems 

2. To study fundamental properties of the complex number system. 

3. To study general properties of functions and graphs with emphasis given to polynomial, exponential and 

logarithmic functions. 

4.   To continue the development of problem solving skills as they relate to each area of concentration. The           

Common Core State Standards for Algebra II will be covered. 

 

 

SENIOR MATH  396 (12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite: Algebra II (no grade higher than a C) 

*A graphing calculator is necessary.  Graphing calculators provided for class use. 

 

This elective course is for students planning to attend a two or four-year college and need more practice and 

preparation for college math placement exams.  It also provides an opportunity for seniors to continue their high 

school math experience through a fourth year and explore different topics.   
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PRE-CALCULUS 370 (11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  Algebra II (C or higher) or Honors Algebra II 

*A graphing calculator is necessary.  

 

This course emphasizes the study of elementary functions, trigonometry, and analytic geometry.  The student 

who successfully completes this course should be prepared to begin the Calculus sequence in college. 

 

The goals of this course are: 

1.   To study general properties of functions and graphs with emphasis given to: 

       polynomial functions 

       exponential and logarithmic functions 

       trigonometric functions. 

2.   To study selected topics from analytic geometry. 

3.   To study the concepts of both finite and infinite limits and their applications. 

4.   To study the concept of the derivative of a function and its applications. 

5.   To give a convincing view of the power of calculus methods. 

6.   To explore descriptive statistics and discrete probability. 

 

 

HONORS TRIG. / CALCULUS   380  (11) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  Honors Algebra II 

Intended Next Course: Advanced Placement Calculus (AB) 

*A graphing calculator is necessary per College Board requirements. 

 

This course emphasizes the study of sequences and series, trigonometry, and analytic geometry followed by 

beginning Calculus topics.   

 

The goals of this course are: 

1. To study general properties of trigonometric functions and graphs. 

2.    To study selected topics from analytic geometry. 

3.    To study the concepts of both finite and infinite limits and their applications. 

4.    To study the concept of the derivative of a function and its applications. 

5.    To give a convincing view of the power of calculus methods. 
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT CALCULUS (AB)  381  (12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite: Honors Trig. / Calculus 

*A graphing calculator is necessary per College Board requirements. 
 

Advanced Placement Calculus completes the honors sequence for students with high ability and interest in 

mathematics.  In this course we complete the syllabus recommended by the College Entrance Examination 

Board for Advanced Placement in Calculus.  The successful student is encouraged to take the AB level 

Advanced Placement Exam in Calculus given in May.  There is a fee for such an examination.  For those who 

do well on the examination, participating colleges, in turn, grant credit and appropriate placement.  Independent 

study for the AP Calculus BC exam is available. 
  

The goals of this course are: 

1. To complete the study of the derivative and its applications. 

2. To study the concept of the differential and the operation of antidifferentiation. 

3. To study the concept of the definite integral and its applications. 

4. To extend the concepts of the derivative and the definite integral to the transcendental functions. 

5. To develop formal integration techniques. 

6. To continue the development of problem solving skills in general. 

7. To prepare for the Advanced Placement Exam in Calculus. 

 

 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT STATISTICS  397 (11,12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite: Algebra II (grade C or higher), Honors Algebra II 

*A graphing calculator is necessary per College Board requirements. 

 

In a world of data-based decision making, understanding probability and statistics is a necessary skill.  This 

elective course is for college-bound students planning to major in business, the social sciences, mathematics, or 

the natural sciences.  There is an emphasis on reading, writing, class discussion, and simulations. This course 

does not replace the traditional college prep sequence course of Pre-Calculus.  It is recommended this class be 

taken in addition to Pre-Calculus, Honors Trig-Calculus, or AP Calculus. 

 

The syllabus will follow the College Board course description  

(http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/article/0,3045,151-165-0-2151,00.html) and students will have the option of taking  

the Advanced Placement Statistics exam in May for a fee.  For those who do well on the examination, participating 

colleges, in turn, grant credit and appropriate placement.  
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Special Needs Courses 
 

 

     9th                                            10th                                    11th                              12th  
 

Basic Practical Algebra A 

 

Basic Practical Algebra B 

 

Basic Practical Geometry 

 

Basic Practical Algebra  II 

 

 

BASIC PRACTICAL ALGEBRA A 932 (9) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

 

Students learn to solve basic equations using addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division.  Other areas 

covered include work with rational numbers, probability, applying algebra to geometry, and basic graphing on a 

coordinate plane.  Applications are continually made to real life situations. 

 

BASIC PRACTICAL ALGEBRA B 931 (10) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

 

Careful attention will be given in this course to an understanding and acquisition of the skills needed to continue 

through future years of mathematics.  This course offers studies in data and graphs, measurement, geometry, 

equations, percents, polynomials, probability, and math reasoning.  Students will be motivated by the 

integration of mathematics into real world situations and references made to the Ohio Graduation Test. 

 

BASIC PRACTICAL GEOMETRY 933 (11) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

 

Geometry is the branch of mathematics that deals with the mathematics of position, form, and space.  The 

emphasis in this course is on practical application of geometric concepts, vocabulary, analytical thinking, and 

deductive reasoning.  A hands-on/discovery approach is utilized with less emphasis on memorization.  Master 

of the math standards required for the Ohio Graduation Test continues to be taught.  

 

BASIC PRACTICAL ALGEBRA II 934 (12) 

Full year course  

1 credit 

 

In this course, the teacher assumes the mastery of basic algebraic skills and geometric formulas.  The emphasis 

at this level is to extend these skills to further applications of algebra and to promote good problem solving 

skills.  The goals of this course are to continue the study of skills in (a) properties of real numbers, exponents 

and radicals, (b) simplification of algebraic expressions, (c) solution of equations and inequalities, (d) 

trigonometric functions.  Development of problem solving skills as they relate to the real world will be 

continued. 
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MUSIC 
 

 

ORCHESTRA  853  (9, 10, 11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  Previous string orchestra experience 

 

The orchestra functions primarily as a string orchestra, with some full orchestra experience.  The performance 

schedule includes concerts, assemblies, and state contest.  Orchestra members are encouraged to study solo and 

small ensemble literature.  All performances are required. 

 

BAND  850  (9, 10, 11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  Middle School Band or permission of the director. 

 

The Band functions as a Marching Band throughout the football season and is involved in marching for football 

games, parades and festivals.  During the rest of the year, the Band is formed by audition into a Symphonic 

Band and a Concert Band.  These groups maintain an active performance schedule including activities such as 

concerts, festivals, and clinics.  Individuals and small groups are encouraged to work on solos and ensembles.  

All performances are required. 

 

STAGE BAND A  851  (9, 10, 11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  Selection by audition and must also be a member of the A.H.S. Band or  

           Orchestra (Bass Players).  Exceptions may be made for guitar and piano  

           with director’s permission. 

Estimated fee:  $15.00-$20.00 for shirts and ties 

 

The Stage Band provides students the opportunity to become familiar with the fields of jazz, swing, and rock 

music.  The performance schedule includes jazz festivals, variety shows, basketball games, and concerts for 

local clubs and organizations. 
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STAGE BAND B  852  (9, 10, 11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  Selection by audition and must also be a member of the A.H.S. Band or  

           Orchestra (Bass Players).  Exceptions may be made for guitar and piano  

           with director’s permission. 

 

Stage Band B is a performing group for students that are interested in swing, jazz, and some forms of rock 

music.  This band plays music of an intermediate level of difficulty and is open to any instrumentalist wishing 

to learn this type of music.  The band plays for some concerts, basketball games, and civic functions, and it 

rehearses each day during school hours. 

 

A CAPPELLA CHOIR  861  (9, 10, 11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  Selective – elective 

Estimated fee:  $7.50 

 

This advanced choir is comprised of students who are fluent in vocal part reading and have demonstrated the 

necessary skill in choral singing through past choral experiences.  Entrance to this choir is by audition.  The 

choir functions actively as a performing organization and is featured in school assemblies, musical productions 

and other invitational meetings.  Emphasis is on performing a variety of choral music from all periods, 

accompanied and a cappella.  The choir also works closely with the band and orchestra in varied performances.  

Vocal technique and musicianship are stressed. 

 

SYMPHONIC CHOIR  859  (9, 10, 11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Estimated fee:  $5.00 

 

This intermediate level choir is for students with prior choral experience who represent to the director a basic 

competency in reading choral music as well as vocal maturity.  Admission to this choir is by audition and 

recommendation of the choral director.  Emphasis is on performing a variety of choral music from all periods, 

accompanied and a cappella.  The choir also works closely with the band and orchestra in varied performances.  

Vocal technique and musicianship are stressed. 

 

CONCERT CHOIR  855  (9, 10, 11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  Elective 

Estimated fee:  $5.00 

 

This entry-level choir is available to those students who wish to receive training in voice and in singing choral 

music.  The choir provides an opportunity for students to learn the fundamentals of part singing and vocal 

technique.  Students are required to audition for the director but no prior choral music experience is necessary.  

This Concert Choir sings three concerts per year as well as participates in various musical activities.  Emphasis 

is on developing good performance habits and learning to enjoy the art of choral singing. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION I – PERSONAL FITNESS/ACTIVITY EXPLORATION  870, 871 

Daily – one semester 

1/4 credit 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

This class is designed for all first year physical education students and is recommended as an introduction to 

basic activities.  Ideally, this course should be taken either the first or second semester of the freshman year.  

Emphasis is placed on developing skills in activities which will provide for personal enjoyment and effective 

use of leisure time as well as the development and assessment of physical fitness and an efficient use of the 

body in a variety of activities.  Activities currently include the following: 

 

 Fitnessgram Pre/Post Testing 

 Muscular strength/endurance, aerobic capacity, flexibility, body composition are assessed as well as 

discussed 

 Heart rate monitors/pedometers are incorporated into class lessons 

 Ultimate Frisbee/Disc Golf 

 Flag Football 

 Soccer/Speedball 

 Line Dancing (Girls) 

 Fitness Center/Weight Room 

 Floor Hockey 

 Archery 

 Volleyball 

 Basketball 

 Badminton 

 Tennis 

 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION II - 875A,B,C,D,E 

Daily – one semester 

1/4 credit 
Prerequisite:  Physical Education I 

 

PE II can be scheduled any semester after completing PE I.  It is suggested that it be scheduled by the end of the 

sophomore year if the student plans to attend the Career Center.  All PE II classes are co-ed electives. 
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PE II – PERSONAL FITNESS/TEAM SPORTS 875A 

  
This course is designed to continue improvements in developing and understanding overall fitness as well as to 

provide an opportunity to experience selected team sports through the SPORTS EDUCATION MODEL.  

Emphasis will be placed on learning offensive and defensive strategies along with individual skill development.  

Activities currently include the following: 

 Continuation of Fitnessgram (pre/post testing) 

 Muscular strength/endurance, aerobic capacity, flexibility, body composition are assessed and compared 

to previous year 

 Heart rate monitors/pedometers are incorporated into class lessons 

 Weight Room/Fitness Center 

 Team Handball 

 Flag Football/Angle Ball 

 Volleyball 

 Ultimate Frisbee/Disc Golf 

 Floor Hockey/Lacrosse 

 Soccer/Speedball 

 Basketball 

 

YOGA/DANCE  875C 

Daily – one semester 

1/4 credit 

*Yoga mats are required. 

 

This course is designed to continue improvements in developing and understanding overall fitness as well as to 

provide an opportunity to explore different forms of dance.  Experienced students may share their talents in 

leadership roles.  Activities currently include the following: 

 Continuation of Fitnessgram (pre/post testing) 

 Muscular strength/endurance, aerobic capacity, flexibility, body composition are assessed and 

compared to previous year 

 Line Dance 

 Square Dance 

 Folk Dance 

 Swing Dance 

 Latin Dance 

**Exercise mats are required for these activities. Students need to provide their own mat. 

 Yoga* 

 Pilates* 

 Swiss Exercise Ball 

 Aerobics/Step Aerobics 

 Fitness Center/Weight Room 

 Heart rate monitor training 
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HEALTH  885  (9) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

This course is designed for the freshman level student and is a requirement for graduation.  The emphasis of the 

course is to allow students to examine their lifestyles, select goals, and to make plans to achieve and maintain a 

high quality of life.  The course is intended for students to identify, implement and maintain health enhancing 

behaviors both now as teenagers and for the rest of their lives.  Areas of health covered are: 

 

1. A healthy foundation 

2. Physical activity and nutrition 

3. Mental and emotional health 

4. Promoting safe and healthy relationships 

5. Personal care and body systems 

6. Growth and development (includes human sexuality) 

7. Tobacco, alcohol and other drugs 

8. Diseases and disorders 

9. Injury prevention 

 

 

 

Special Needs Courses 

 

 
ADAPTED PHYSICAL EDUCATION  890   

Semester course/year long 

¼  credit/ ½  credit 

 

This physical education course follows the same curriculum as P.E.I but adapts the activities to accommodate 

physical limitations.  Additional activities/games/dances are explored. 
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ASHLAND CITY SCHOOLS PHYSICAL EDUCATION GRADUATION REQUIREMENT WAIVER 

FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS PARTICIPATING IN DISTRICT-SPONSORED 

INTERSCHOLSTIC ATHLETICS, MARCHING BAND OR CHEERLEADING 

 

  

Students who participate in two seasons of district-sponsored high school interscholastic athletics, marching 

band or cheerleading shall not be required to complete any physical education course as a condition to graduate.  

(An athletic season is defined by the rules and bylaws of the Ohio High School Athletic Association).  Partial 

credit will not be granted. 

 

In order to be eligible to graduate, a high school student who is excused from the physical education 

requirement must still complete instruction in 6.5 electives. 

 

Participating in interscholastic athletics, marching band and cheerleading is a privilege, and not a right.  This 

policy shall not in any way be construed as granting a student the right to participate in such district-sponsored 

activities.  Board rules and policies including Code of Conduct continue to apply.  In addition, any student 

participating in this policy shall be subject to any athletic fee and or pay-to-participate fee. 

 

Granting of this waiver becomes effective upon completion of the specified athletic seasons as approved by the 

band director, athletic or cheerleading coach/advisor and submission to the Guidance Office. 

 

ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES: 

 

FALL     WINTER    SPRING 

 

Football    Girls Basketball   Baseball 

Girls Volleyball   Boys Basketball   Softball 

Boys Cross Country   Wrestling    Boys Track 

Girls Cross Country   Cheerleading    Girls Track 

Boys Soccer    Boys Swimming/Diving  Boys Tennis 

Girls Soccer    Girls Swimming/Diving 

Girls Tennis    Gymnastics 

Boys Golf 

Girls Golf 

Cheerleading 

Marching Band 
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Ashland High School 

Recommended Science Course Sequence 

3 credits required for graduation 

 

  

Tech Prep 

 

 

Core College Bound 

 

Accelerated Science 

College Bound  

 

9
th

 grade 

 

Physical Science I 

Physical Science II 

 

Physical Science I 

Physical Science II 

       

 

Advanced Biology 

 

10
th

 grade 

 

 Biology 

      

 

 

Biology  

     or 

Advanced Biology 

 

 

Advanced Chemistry 

 

11
th

 grade 

      and 

12
th

 grade 

 

Choose from: 

  Chemistry 

   

 

 

  Physical Geology 

  Env. Science 

 

Choose from: 

  Chemistry or    

  Advanced Chemistry 

  Physics 

 

  Additional options: 

  Anatomy & Physiology 

  Microbiology 

  Genetics 

  Physical Geology 

  Env. Science 

 

 

Choose from: 

  AP Biology 

  AP Chemistry 

  AP Env. Science 

  Physics 

Additional options: 

  Anatomy & Physiology 

  Microbiology 

  Genetics 

  Physical Geology   

  Environmental Science 
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SCIENCE 
 

Science Department Mission Statement 

The mission of the AHS Science Department is to produce responsible and safety-conscious students who can 

problem-solve in a technologically advancing world. 

 

The Tech Prep/2-year post secondary sequence is intended for students who seek vocational training.  Students 

planning to attend the Career Center and the state technical colleges should consider this sequence.  Teaching 

methods focus on concrete applications and may not prepare the student for a four-year college program. 

 

The Core College Bound sequence is designed for students intending to complete a four-year college program.  

Students planning to major in a subject other than science in college should consider this sequence. 

 

The Accelerated College Bound sequence should be considered for students with exceptional ability and interest 

in science.  This program culminates in Advanced Placement Biology, Advanced Placement Chemistry, and/or 

Advanced Placement Environmental Science. 

 

An individual conference with parent(s), teacher, guidance counselor, and student is strongly recommended for 

movement between sequences. 

 

PHYSICAL SCIENCE I   241 (9) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  None 

Estimated fee:  $4.00 

 

One of two physical science classes taken primarily by freshmen that prepares them for the Ohio Graduation 

Test, which is taken during their sophomore year.  This course focuses on the chemistry and properties of 

matter aspect of physical science.  Topics include periodic table, atoms, bonding and chemical reactions. 

 

PHYSICAL SCIENCE II  242 (9) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  None 

Estimated fee:  $4.00 

 

One of two physical science classes taken primarily by freshmen that prepares them for the Ohio Graduation 

Test, which is taken during their sophomore year.  This class focuses on the physics aspect of physical science 

and also includes a study of the universe. Topics include forces, energy, waves, and electricity. 
 

**Physical Science I and Physical Science II are offered as semester courses.  Students can take these courses in 

any sequence.  Both courses must be successfully completed to meet the physical science state requirement. 
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BIOLOGY – LAB SCIENCE  250  (10, 11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  Physical Science I and II (or taken concurrently) 

Estimated fee:  $12.50 

 

This course studies life and deals with the functions of the cells, principles of classification, and comparisons of 

plants and animals.  Other topics include genetics, ecology, and comparative anatomy.  Dissections and labs are 

a part of this curriculum. 

 

ADVANCED BIOLOGY – LAB SCIENCE  249   (10, 11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite: Physical Science 

Estimated fee:  $12.50 

 

This course is designed for college-bound students with a strong interest in biology.  Advanced Biology covers 

topics in expanded detail and at an accelerated pace.  Lab experiences include more advanced labs and 

additional detail to lab report writing.  In-depth topics include cells and tissue function, genetics, biotechnology, 

ecology, and comparative anatomy.  Dissections and collections are a part of this curriculum. 

 

NOTE:  Advanced Biology may be taken in 9
th

 grade based on a student’s performance on the      

EXPLORE Test, accelerated placement exam, and teacher recommendation. 

 

CHEMISTRY – LAB SCIENCE  260  (10, 11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  Algebra 

Estimated fee:  $16.00 (includes goggles) 

 

This course will establish the fundamentals of matter and its properties and changes.  It features regularly 

scheduled laboratory periods and exposure to related fields.  Some topics include:  periodic table, reactions, gas 

laws, chemical and physical properties, the atom, electron behavior and acids and bases.   

 

ADVANCED CHEMISTRY – LAB SCIENCE  259   (10, 11 ,12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  Algebra II - concurrent 

Estimated fee:  $16.00 (includes goggles) 

 

This course will establish the fundamentals of matter and its properties and changes.  It features regularly 

scheduled laboratory periods and exposure to related fields.  Some topics include:  periodic table, reactions, gas 

laws, chemical and physical properties, the atom, electron behavior and acids and bases.   

 

Students in Advanced Chemistry will explore topics more in depth and with a stronger math emphasis.  

Advanced Chemistry also covers topics in addition to the material covered in Chemistry. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE – LAB SCIENCE  262  (11, 12) 

Semester course  

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  Physical Science I and II; Biology  

Estimated fee:  $6.00 

 

This course covers topics in earth science and human impacts on the environment.  Topics include earth 

processes such as water resources, water pollution, water use, and landforms like mountains, streams, and lakes.  

Earth’s atmosphere topics include air masses, frontal systems, weather systems and forecasting, as well as 

climate changes.  Human impacts on earth systems will be discussed. 

 

 

MICROBIOLOGY – LAB SCIENCE  263  (10, 11, 12) 

Semester course  

1/2 credit 

Offered for the 2015-2016 school year, and every other year after that. 

Prerequisite:  Biology or Advanced Biology (cannot be taken concurrently) 

Estimated fee:  $20.00 

 

A course designed, by means of laboratory experience, to give students an understanding of microorganisms of 

water, food, and disease.  Students will learn to safely isolate, cultivate, and identify bacteria. 

 

 

GENETICS – LAB SCIENCE   264  (10, 11, 12) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit  

Prerequisite:  Biology or Advanced Biology (cannot be concurrent) 

Offered for the 2015-2016 school year, and every other year after that. 

Estimated fee:  $10.00 

 

This course focuses on both mendelian and molecular genetics and is an extension of basic genetics concepts 

studied in biology.  Included will be lab work on fruit flies, fast plants, and biotechnology.  Projects will be a 

part of this curriculum. 
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PHYSICAL GEOLOGY - 266  (11, 12) 

Semester Course 

1/2  credit 

Prerequisite:  Physical Science I and II 

Estimated Fee: $5.00 

 

This course is designed for grades 11 or 12 and builds on the content learned through the Physical Science I & 

II courses. The goal of this course is to further develop students’ understanding of the Earth processes that 

operate within, at, or near the Earth’s surface. Within the course, there are three main themes which are listed 

below 

 The universe 

o Topics will include: Properties of space, The Big Bang Theory, The laws of matter apply across 

distance and time, the behavior of the sun 

 Earth’s dynamic systems 

o Topics will include: The interactions between the lithosphere, the atmosphere, the hydrosphere, 

and how the biosphere contributes to biogeochemical cycles. Rocks, minerals and the Earths 

systems. 

 Earth’s resources 

o Topics will include: Conservation of resources, global climate, and the impact of humans on the 

Earth’s climate, atmosphere, and living systems. 

 

ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY – LAB SCIENCE  265  (10, 11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit  

Prerequisite:  Biology or Advanced Biology (concurrent with permission) 

Offered for the 2014-2015 school year, and every other year after that. 

Estimated fee:  $20.00 

 

Anatomy and Physiology is a systematic study of the anatomical and physiological characteristics of the human 

body.  This course provides an excellent foundation for further studies in a medical or biological field.  

Vertebrate dissections are a large part of the curriculum for this course. 

 

 

PHYSICS – LAB SCIENCE  270  (11,12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  Geometry 

Estimated fee:  $10.00 

 

Physics deals with understanding the motion, forces, energy, and interactions of objects.  A strong math 

background is needed for students to handle calculations involving geometry, trigonometry, and algebra.  

Waves, optics, sound, electricity and other topics are also covered.  Students will also participate in numerous 

lab activities to strengthen their understanding of physics concepts. 
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT CHEMISTRY – LAB SCIENCE  290  (11, 12) 

Full year course – 2 periods per day 

2 credits 

Prerequisite:  Advanced Chemistry 

Estimated fee:  $20.00 to include goggles 

 

Advanced Placement Chemistry is a laboratory and lecture oriented chemistry class that follows the guidelines 

established by the College Board.  The level of work in this class closely reflects what students see in freshman 

level chemistry courses at the college level.  Topics include:  reactions, gas laws, thermochemistry, bonding, 

acids and bases, equilibrium, kinetics, nuclear chemistry, periodic properties, and electrochemistry.  A college 

text is used in this class.  The AP chemistry student needs to have a strong background in math, and can expect 

to spend significant amounts of time outside of class working with the material.   

 

The class maximum is 24 students.  Students are required to complete an application in order to be considered 

for the class.  Criteria used for class selection include:  science GPA, overall GPA, teacher recommendation, 

junior or senior status, and intended college major.  Senior status is not a guarantee of selection into this class. 

 

Advanced Placement examinations are given in May.  There is a fee for such an examination.  For those who do 

well on the examination, participating colleges, in turn, grant credit and appropriate placement.  

 

Purchase of an AP Chemistry Exam guide (around $15.00) is strongly encouraged but not required. 

 

 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT BIOLOGY – LAB SCIENCE  280  (11, 12) 

Full year course – 2 periods per day 

2 credits 

Prerequisite:  Advanced Biology; Advanced Chemistry (or concurrent) 

Estimated fee:  $25.00 

 

A full year college level general biology course with extensive laboratory work, discussion, and lecture used to 

study the important biological concepts currently being emphasized at the introductory college biology level.  

Units of study include; molecules, cells, genetics, evolution, structural comparisons of plants and animals, 

ecology, and behavior. 

 

Maximum class size is 18.  Students are required to complete an application in order to be considered for the 

course.  Criteria used for selection may include GPA, intended college major, recommendation from a former 

science teacher. 

 

Advanced Placement examinations are given in May.  There is a fee for such an examination.  For those who do 

well on the examination, participating colleges, in turn, grant credit and appropriate placement. 
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE – LAB SCIENCE 261 (11,12) 

Full year course – 1 period per day 

1 credit 

Prerequisite: Biology and Chemistry (or chemistry concurrent).  Application is required. 

Estimated fee: $10.00 

 

This course represents a semester college-level environmental science course with lab that follows the 

guidelines outlined by the college board.  Topics include food webs, energy flow, climate, water and air 

pollution, endangered species, alternative energy resource use and management.  Some microbiology will be 

incorporated along with environmental biotechnology. 

 

Advanced Placement examinations are given in May.  There is a fee for the exam.  For those who do well on the 

examination, participating colleges, in turn, grant credit and appropriate placement. 
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Special Needs Courses 
 

                                    9th                      10th                            11th                               

Basic Phys. Science I & II  913, 914 Basic Biology  916 Basic Applied Science  918 

 

 

BASIC PHYSICAL SCIENCE I   913 (9) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Estimated fee:  $3.00 

 

One of two physical science classes taken primarily by freshmen that prepares them for the Ohio Graduation 

Test, which is taken during their sophomore year.  This course focuses on the chemistry and properties of 

matter aspect of physical science.  Topics include periodic table, atoms, bonding and chemical reactions. 

 

BASIC PHYSICAL SCIENCE II  914  (9) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

Estimated fee:  $3.00 

 

One of two physical science classes taken primarily by freshmen that prepares them for the Ohio Graduation 

Test, which is taken during their sophomore year.  This class focuses on the physics aspect of physical science 

and also includes a variety of earth and space science. Topics include forces, energy, waves, plate tectonics, 

volcanoes, the atmosphere and weather. 

 
**Physical Science I and Physical Science II are offered as semester courses.  Students can take these courses in 

any sequence.  Both courses must be successfully completed to meet the physical science state requirement. 

 

BASIC BIOLOGY  916  (10) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Estimated fee:  $12.50 

 

This course studies life and deals with functions of the cells, principles of classification, and comparisons of 

plants and animals.  Other topics include genetics and ecology.  Dissections and collections are a part of this 

curriculum. 

 

BASIC ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE - 918   (11, 12) 

Semester Course 

1/2 credit 

Estimated Fee: $5.00 

 

This course covers topics in the environment and human impacts on the environment. Topics include water 

resources, water pollution, weather systems, air pollution, climate change, food webs, and wildlife management. 
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BASIC PHYSICAL GEOLOGY - 917  (11, 12) 

Semester Course 

1/2 credit 

Estimated Fee: $5.00 

 

The goal of this course is to further develop students’ understanding of the Earth processes that operate within, 

at, or near the Earth’s surface. Within the course, there are three main themes:  The Universe (properties of 

space, The Big Bang Theory, the laws of matter applied across distance and time, the behavior of the sun), 

Earth’s Dynamic Systems (interactions between the lithosphere, the atmosphere, the hydrosphere, and the 

biosphere, biogeochemical cycles, rocks, minerals and the Earth’s systems), and Earth’s resources (conservation 

of resources, global climate, and the impact of humans on the Earth’s climate, atmosphere, and living systems.) 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

 

AMERICAN HISTORY  145  (9)   

Full year course (Required) 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

American History is a chronological study, which will focus on 1877 to the present.  It represents the causes and 

effects of events in United States history; informs the student about the origin and development of government, 

economy, society and culture; equips the student with critical thinking skills; and helps the student understand 

the nature and significance of traditional American values.  A research paper and book review will also be 

completed as supplemental requirements of the course. 

 

 

HONORS AMERICAN HISTORY  150  (9) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  Satisfactory completion of: application process, summer reading, writing sample and entrance 

assessment. 

 

Honors American History presents the same basic curriculum as the general American History class with the 

major difference being the in-depth exploration and analysis of selected topics, and the amount of student 

participation.  Students will gain base skills in analytical thinking, writing, public speaking, group and 

individual work, research and problem solving.  Students will be engaged in activities that call upon their skills 

as historians (i.e. recognizing cause and effect relationships, various forms of research, expository and 

persuasive writing, reading of primary and secondary sources, comparing and contrasting important ideas and 

events, using technology, and verbal presentation). 

 

This course will provide students with the opportunity to acquire an in-depth and comprehensive understanding 

of the chronological development of the American people by examining the political, economic, social, 

religious, military, scientific, and cultural events that have affected the nation.  Implicit in this is an 

understanding of the historical method, the inquiry process, historical reasoning and interpretation, and the 

issues of external and internal validity.  This class is meant to better prepare those students planning on taking 

the AP U.S. History elective offered in 11th grade. 

 

Note:  The honors and general American History courses differ as to the instructional strategies employed by 

the teacher and the depth of study. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 73 

 

 

 

 

WORLD HISTORY  140  (required) 
Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

Tenth grade students will continue their study of World History (which started in grade 7), focusing on the time 

period from 1750 to the present.  Students will explore the influence of geography, the effects of political and 

economic change, and the different cultural values as they impacted events throughout the world.   

 

A research paper and a book review will also be used to supplement the textbook and provide skills for future 

success at the high school level and beyond. 

 

 

HONORS WORLD HISTORY  135  (10) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  American History or Honors American History, satisfactory completion of summer reading, 

writing sample and entrance assessment; completion of application process. 

 

Honors World History presents the same basic curriculum as the general World History class with the major 

difference being the in-depth exploration and analysis of selected topics, and the amount of student 

participation.  Students will gain base skills in analytical thinking, writing, public speaking, group and 

individual work, research and problem solving.  Students will be engaged in activities that call upon their skills 

as historians (i.e. recognizing cause and effect relationships, various forms of research, expository and 

persuasive writing, reading of primary and secondary sources, comparing and contrasting important ideas and 

events, using technology, and verbal presentation). 

 

The course will focus on the relevance of history to the students’ daily lives through a multi-dimensional study 

of cultural, geographic, ethical, social, political, and economic perspectives.  Emphasis will be given to the 

expansion of the Western world; the evolution of democratic principles and their worldwide effect; and the 

growing interdependence of all peoples and cultures throughout the world.  The study of this period (1759-

present) will be enriched with representative literature of the period and about the period and will include the 

use of primary source documents. 

 

Note:  The honors and general World History courses differ as to the instructional strategies employed by the 

teacher and the depth of study.
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UNITED STATES HISTORY – ADVANCED PLACEMENT  155  (11, 12) 

Full year course 

Elective  

1 credit 

Prerequisite: U.S./World History; completion of application process 

 

The Advanced Placement course in United States History is an in-depth survey course offered on the college 

level to high school students who are qualified.  The course is designed to provide students with the analytical 

skills and the factual knowledge necessary for dealing critically with materials and problems relating to United 

States history.  Instruction includes preparation for taking the Advanced Placement examination in United 

Stated History, which is given in the spring. 

 

The course work will consist of at least eight to ten essays, a multitude of document readings, and some 

research during each quarter.  Students will be expected to maintain textbook readings, vocabulary assignments, 

worksheets, and class presentations in the course of the year.  Tests will consist of several or more chapters and 

periodically there will be quizzes.  Students will be encouraged to take the Advanced Placement in United 

States History exam given in the spring. 

 

Students planning to elect A.P. United States History should have developed good writing skills and reading 

comprehension within the 12th to 13th grade level.  Students should also be organized and self motivated 

learners.  There is an enormous amount of student accountability in this course due to the volume of material 

that must be presented.  There will be Summer, Christmas and Spring readings, worksheets, essay writing, and 

vocabulary that are required for this class. 

 

 

AMERICAN GOVERNMENT  160  (12) 

Semester course (Required) 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  United States History and World History 

 

American Government provides an overview and introduction to the government structure and function in the 

United States.  Beginning with a study of the Founding Era, students will use primary sources to study and 

discuss the principles of republicanism and federalism in addition to other American government principles.  

Students will also examine the topics of civil rights, civil liberties, political parties, interest groups, the role of 

the media in government, the three branches of government and state and local government.  Students will also 

focus on the importance and application of several founding documents, including the Declaration of 

Independence, the United States Constitution, the Bill of Rights, The Federalist Papers, and other primary 

sources/documents. 

 

A media journal project which focuses on tracking government action in daily life will be completed as a 

supplemental requirement of the course. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS – ADVANCED PLACEMENT  163  (12) 

Full year course (In lieu of American Government) 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  American History (any level) and World History (any level); completion of application              

process 

 

A.P. American Government and Politics will give students an analytical perspective on government and politics 

in the United States.  This course includes both the study of general concepts used to interpret U.S. politics and 

the analysis of specific examples.  The course will also familiarize students with the various institutions, groups, 

beliefs and ideas that constitute U.S. politics.  Students will become acquainted with the variety of theoretical 

perspectives and explanations for various behaviors and outcomes.  Topics to be covered include: constitutional 

underpinnings of the United States government; political beliefs and behaviors; political parties, interest groups 

& media; institutions of the national government; public policy and civil rights & civil liberties.  Students will 

also be exposed to state and local levels of government.  There will be extensive reading and writing 

assignments related to course topics.   

 

Advanced Placement examinations are given in May.  There is a fee for the AP examination.  For those who do 

well on the examination, participating colleges, in turn, grant credit and appropriate placement. 

 

 

ECONOMICS & FINANCIAL LITERACY 164  (12) 

Semester course (Required) 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  American History and World History 

 

Economics introduces students to the free enterprise system and to the basic concepts associated with the study 

of both microeconomics and macroeconomics. The primary goal of the course is to develop economic and 

financial literacy within each student so that they are able to understand the working of the U.S. economy and 

the global economy.  

 

The major concepts to be studied in this semester course include scarcity, supply and demand, market 

equilibrium, entrepreneurship, money and banking, personal finance, economic stability, international trade, and 

the global economy.  

 

A course reading packet with related article critiques covering current economic issues will be completed as a 

supplemental requirement of the course. 
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ECONOMIC THEORY  166  (12) 

Semester course (Choose in lieu of Intro to Economics) 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  American History (any level) and World History (any level); completion of application process     

             

Economic Theory is designed for the college bound student who has an interest in business and economics in 

general. This semester course utilizes a more detailed textbook to introduce students to the free enterprise 

system and the basic concepts associated with the study of microeconomics and macroeconomics.  In addition 

to the concepts studied and listed in Basic Economics, this course will explore the lives and the ideas of the 

economic theorists who developed the economic philosophies of capitalism, socialism, and communism. 

 

PSYCHOLOGY  170  (12) 

Semester course (elective) 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  American History and World History 

 

Psychology is the study of human behavior, which attempts to explain individual behavior and relationships.  

This introductory course focuses on individual mental growth and development.  Topics include personality, 

human mental development, the mind, intelligence, learning, values, reasoning, growth, and major 

psychological theories. 

 

SOCIOLOGY  180  (12) 

Semester course (elective) 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite:  American History and World History 

 

Sociology is designed as a course to introduce students to the scientific study of human behaviors.  Unlike 

psychology, which focuses on the individual, sociology studies group behaviors and the complexities of human 

interactions. 

 

As a social science this course attempts the objective study of culture and the various social institutions created 

in cultures to provide for social harmony and stability.  The major concepts that are studied in the semester 

include sociological research methods, various sociological theories, culture, values, deviance, the family, 

marriage, human sexuality, mass media, education, religion, and other socially relevant topics. 
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HOLOCAUST AND GENOCIDE: THE BETRAYAL OF HUMANITY 196 (11,12) 

Semester course (elective) 

1/2 credit 

Prerequisite: U.S. History and World History 

  

The Holocaust can be seen as one of the defining moments of modern history and the greatest failure of 

Western Civilization, calling into question the rationality of man.  Although similar in some respects to other 

incidents of genocide, the Holocaust is the only example in history of a state systematically attempting to 

murder an entire people, based solely on their religious-ethnic identity.  Studying the Holocaust will help us 

understand how such a disaster could occur and how it can be prevented from happening again. 

 

This course will begin with some consideration of the European Jewish culture that was all but destroyed by the 

Holocaust.  It will then examine the nature of anti-Semitism, especially modern racial anti-Semitism of the late 

19
th

 century, and ask whether German anti-Semitism was different/more virulent than in other areas of Europe.  

It will study the rise of Nazism and the road from persecution to annihilation. 

 

The course will use survivor literature, film and photography to consider the legacy of the Holocaust.  This class 

will be offered to juniors and seniors due to the graphic and mature nature of the subject.  There will also be a 

fee associated with this class to cover the cost of the books used in the course.  Students will be allowed to keep 

these books at the conclusion of the class.  
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Special Needs Courses 

 

    9th                                  10th                                                           12th 

Basic U.S. History  942    

 

Basic World History  943 

 

  Basic Govt./Basic Econ.  944, 945 

       

 

 

 

BASIC UNITED STATES HISTORY  942  (9) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

 

United States History is a chronological survey, which will focus on 1877 to the present.  It represents causes 

and effects of events in United States history; informs the student about origin and development of government, 

economy, society and culture; equips the student with critical thinking skills; and helps the student understand 

the nature and significance of traditional American values.   

 

BASIC WORLD HISTORY  943  (10) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

 

Basic World History includes the study of geography, cultural change, and political and economic influences 

throughout the world since 1750.  Throughout this course the idea of revolution and its effects in history will be 

emphasized. 

 

BASIC U.S. GOVERNMENT  944  (12) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

 

This course provides an overview of constitutional principles, civil rights and civil liberties, while covering 

national, state, and local government structure and operation.  The purpose is to help the student understand the 

role of the individual in the American republic in order to become a participating citizen in our democracy. 

 

BASIC ECONOMICS  945  (12) 

Semester course 

1/2 credit 

 

Basic Economics introduces economics principles and applications.  The primary goals are to develop economic 

literacy and to develop appreciation of the goals and functions of the American economic system. 

 

The course is a study of scarcity, the market system, American business, the stock market, supply and demand, 

money and banking, the role of government in the economy, the business cycle, fiscal and monetary policy, and 

financing governmental activities. 
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WORLD LANGUAGES 
 

FRENCH I  741  (9, 10, 11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Estimated fee:  $18.00 

 

Students who have a good understanding of English and have the discipline for daily language practice are 

encouraged to study a world language.  Students planning to pursue a four-year professional degree program 

should take 4-5 years of a world language beginning in the 8th or 9th grade.  Students planning to pursue a two 

year technical program should take 2 years of a world language beginning in the 10th or 11th grade. 

 

In order to be successful in a world language, a good understanding of English grammar and strong 

mathematical and problem solving skills are important.  It is recommended that students have a C or better in 

previous English and math courses before pursuing a world language.  Students should be enrolled in Algebra I 

or higher. 

 

Ashland Middle School Level I French has the same objectives and content as its high school equivalent.  

Scheduled in the eighth grade, students are able to enter Level II in the ninth grade.  A full high school credit is 

awarded to those who complete this course successfully, with a passing grade. 

 

French I is an introductory course that follows the Ohio Competency model (communication, comparisons, 

communities, culture, and connections) emphasizing authentic materials and a variety of teaching methods.  The 

workbook for this course is used for both levels I and II. 

 

FRENCH II  742  (9, 10, 11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  C or better in French I 

Estimated fee:  replacement fee if French I workbook has not been kept 

 

French II requires successful mastery of French I skills and materials.  Further vocabulary and grammar are 

stressed via continued application of Ohio Competency-based approaches and varied teaching techniques. 

 

FRENCH III  743  (10, 11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  French I, II 

Estimated fee:  $18.00 

 

French III utilizes skills learned in French I and II to build further competency in reading, writing, speaking, 

and listening.  Authentic materials and language use are stressed and taught in a variety of ways in accordance 

with Ohio Competency-based models. 
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FRENCH IV  744  (11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  French I, II, III 

Estimated fee:  none 

 

Successful mastery of levels I-III is required.  Complex grammar and vocabulary are taught within the context 

of contemporary language.  Higher level application of the four skills is expected and more difficult reading 

selections are introduced.  Ohio Competency-based models continue to be stressed. 

 

FRENCH V/INTERMEDIATE COLLEGE FRENCH 201 and 202  745  (12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  French I, II, III, IV 

Estimated fee:  $15.00 

 

French V/Intermediate College French 201 and 202 is a course that utilizes skills from the previous four levels.  

The primary goal is to perfect oral and written communication skills via further application of the Ohio 

Competency-based models. 

 

French V/Intermediate College French 201 and 202 is offered for dual credit with the University of 

Akron/Wayne College for qualifying students.  Students can earn 6 semester credits. 

 

 

LATIN I  751  (9, 10, 11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Estimated fee: $11.25 for workbook 

 

Students who have a good understanding of English and have the discipline for daily language practice are 

encouraged to study a world language.  Students planning to pursue a four-year professional degree program 

should take 4-5 years of a world language beginning in the 8th or 9th grade.  Students planning to pursue a two 

year technical program should take 2 years of a world language beginning in the 10th or 11th grade. 

 

In order to be successful in a world language, a good understanding of English grammar and strong 

mathematical and problem solving skills are important.  It is recommended that students have a C or better in 

previous English and math courses before pursuing a world language.  Students should be enrolled in Algebra I 

or higher. 

 

This class is based on the Cambridge Latin Course.  It is designed to introduce students to the fundamentals of 

Latin which include basic grammatical concepts and Latin vocabulary, from which many English words are 

derived.  The reading selections deal with Roman culture in Pompeii and ancient Britain.  This curriculum 

follows the guidelines set forth by the state of Ohio and the federal government. 
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LATIN II  752  (10, 11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

 

This course is a continuation of the Cambridge Latin Course.   Students complete Unit II and begin Unit III.  At 

this level, students continue to study more about declensions, verb tenses, pronouns, and adjectives.  They read 

a variety of stories in Latin based on the adventures of Quintus after he escaped from Pompeii.  The cultural 

material deals with Egypt and Britain during the time of Roman occupation.  It is assumed that those taking 

Latin I have acquired a certain level of proficiency in order to take this course. 

 

LATIN III  753  (11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

 

Students complete Unit III of the Cambridge Latin Course.  They do advance study in verbs, case usage, and 

participles.  They read stories in Latin which take place in Britain and Rome.  The life of a Roman soldier, the 

Roman fort, archaeology, the Roman forum, the city of Rome, Roman beliefs, and Roman society are included.   

Students are required to have attained an acceptable level of proficiency in order to take this course since it does 

require more reading than in previous courses. 

 

LATIN IV  754  (12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

 

Students finish the Cambridge Latin series with Unit IV.  They complete the study of verbs, nouns, pronouns, 

and various types of clauses.  They read selections by famous Roman authors which include prose and poetry.  

Roman social customs, law and government are included at this level.  This course is recommended as the 

culmination of the three previous years.  

 

SPANISH I  761  (9, 10, 11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Estimated fee:  none 

 

Students who have a good understanding of English and have the discipline for daily language practice are 

encouraged to study a world language.  Students planning to pursue a four-year professional degree program 

should take 4-5 years of a world language beginning in the 8th or 9th grade.  Students planning to pursue a two 

year technical program should take 2 years of a world language beginning in the 10th or 11th grade. 

 

In order to be successful in a world language, a good understanding of English grammar and strong 

mathematical and problem solving skills are important.  It is recommended that students have a C or better in 

previous English and math courses before pursuing a world language.  Students should be enrolled in Algebra I 

or higher. 
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Ashland Middle School Level I Spanish has the same objectives and content as its high school equivalent.  

Scheduled in the eighth grade, students are able to enter Level II in the  

ninth grade.  A full high school credit is awarded to those who complete this course successfully, with a passing 

grade. 

 

This introductory course follows Ohio Competency-Based Model approaches and emphasizes listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing of the language.  CD’s, dialogues, lectures, reading, practice exercises, projects, 

and memorization of vocabulary words and grammatical structures are utilized.  Cultures of Hispanic 

Americans and Latin Americans will be studied in addition to language acquisition.  

 

SPANISH II  762  (9, 10, 11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  C or better in Spanish I 

Estimated fee:  replacement fee if Spanish I workbook has not been kept 

 

This course continues with basic competency approaches of listening comprehension, conversation, reading, 

and writing of the language.  Students are presented with increased vocabulary, grammar, and culture.  Cultures 

of Spain, Mexico, and South America will be studied. 

 

SPANISH III  763  (10, 11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  Spanish II 

 

Emphasis at this level is on all competency areas.  Grammar is reinforced and expanded upon.  Acquisition of 

vocabulary, grammatical structures, and conversational techniques is again promoted in order for students to 

communicate at a level appropriate with three years of study of the target language.  The class will be conducted 

primarily in Spanish. 

 

SPANISH IV  764  (11, 12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  Spanish III 

 

This is an advanced course with continued emphasis on listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  The class will 

be conducted primarily in Spanish.  Students are exposed to a variety of literary and linguistic styles and 

advanced grammatical structures.  Hispanic culture is further emphasized.   

 

SPANISH V/INTERMEDIATE COLLEGE SPANISH  201 and 202  765  (12) 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Prerequisite:  Spanish IV 

 

Further fluency in the language and understanding of the Hispanic culture is stressed.  The class will be 

conducted primarily in Spanish.  Students are exposed to a variety of authentic materials such as tapes, videos, 

magazines, newspapers, plays, essays, and short stories.   

 

Spanish V/Intermediate College Spanish 201 and 202 is offered for dual credit with the University of 

Akron/Wayne College for qualifying students.  Students can earn 6 semester credits. 
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SPECIAL NEEDS COURSES 

 
 

English courses – see page 48 

 

Mathematics courses – see page 57 

 

Science courses – see page 71 

 

Social Studies courses – see page 79 

 

Vocational courses – page 86 

 

 

The following courses are also available to student with disabilities, but are especially appropriate for students 

with multiple handicaps. 

 

ENGLISH  970 

Full year course 

1 credit 

 

This course emphasizes reading strategies for word attack and comprehension.  A variety of print materials are 

used.  Written language is also addressed in order to improve communication skills.  Functional words and 

phrases will be taught as a life skill. 

 

DAILY LIVING  966  

Full year course 

2 credits 

 

This course focuses on proper nutrition and its practical applications to everyday life.  Students come to 

understand the Food Pyramid and will practice balanced meal planning.  Students will use adjusted recipes to 

complete grocery lists and will participate in shopping experiences within the community.  With assistance, 

students will use simple kitchen tools and appliances in order to prepare planned meals.  Table setting, manners 

and proper clean up are also addressed. 

 

VOCATIONAL SKILLS  967 

Full year course 

1 credit 

 

Students actively participate in school based job assignments.  Activities may include cleaning, taking supply 

inventory, shredding, laundry, or light housekeeping.  Students will develop a job portfolio which includes a 

resume, students’ strengths, and information necessary for interviews. When appropriate, or available, contract 

or community based job experiences have been provided. 
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MATH APPLICATIONS  956 

 

Full year course 

1 credit 

Practice in basic math computation is emphasized.  The use of basic computation is applied to check writing 

and register balancing, shopping and dining out.  Instruction in calculator use is also provided.  Telling time and 

money instruction is an integral part of this class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional Special Needs Courses 

 

 

 
WORK STUDY PROGRAM  920  (10, 11, 12) 

1/2 to 5 credits (will vary with job) 

 

Placement on approved community sites depends on job availability and the student meeting criteria set by the 

classroom teacher and work-study coordinator.  Tenth graders may receive academic credit for jobs after 

school, but will not be released from school. 

 

WORK-RELATED SEMINAR 921, 922 (11,12) 

Semester or full year course 

½ or 1 credit 

 

Work-Related Seminar is a class for students already involved in the Work Study Program or those interested in 

getting a job.  Students will have opportunities to learn how the world of work is changing, characteristics of 

successful employees, how their interest and goals help make decisions about career paths, and what type of 

educational preparation is needed to pursue those paths.
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 

ASHLAND COUNTY – WEST HOLMES 

CAREER CENTER 
 

 

As our community's Career and Technical Education Center: 

 

Our mission is to provide our community with quality education, programs, services, and a skilled workforce; 

 

Our purpose is to develop academic, job, and personal skills in our students while preparing them for continuing 

education and employment in the 21st Century; 

 

Our commitment to realize high achievement through continuous improvement; 

 

Our goal is to help students realize their potential while developing the skills necessary to become productive 

citizens, responsible employees and life-long learners. 

 

Career Center Programs 

 
 Auto Body Technology 

 Automotive Technology 

 Bioscience – College-Now Academy 

 Construction Technology 

 Cosmetology 

 Criminal Justice 

 Culinary Careers/Management 

 Early Childhood Education 

 Engineering Technology 

 Graphic Communications 

 Health Informatics/Medical Office Administration 

 Health Technologies Cluster 

 Networking/Electronics Technologies 

 Power Equipment Technology 

 Resource Conservation 

 Sports Science Academy 

 Transportation Academy 
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CAREER CENTER ADMISSION STANDARDS 

 

Admission to the Ashland County-West Holmes Career Center is open to all students in the Ashland City, 

Hillsdale Local, Loudonville-Perrysville Exempted Village, Mapleton Local and West Holmes Local school 

districts. Students must meet the following general requirements for admission: 

 

 Students must be 16 years of age or older by October 1 of the school year in which the student begins.  

 Students must have been in high school for two years.  

 Entering seniors must be positioned to graduate by the end of the school year and enroll in the Career 

Center by October 1.  

 A student attendance rate below 95% will be called to the student’s attention though it is not a 

requirement for admission.  

 Students must be in good physical health to be able to participate in a chosen program. In certain 

programs, a health examination may be required.  

 Entering students must already have completed eight credits including one English credit, the physical 

education requirement for their respective school and three of Ohio’s core graduation credits.  

 If applicable, parents must be present at the student’s entrance IEP conference to sign the IEP.   

 

COLLEGE TECH PREP ADMISSION 

 

College Tech Prep programs offer Career Center students an opportunity for a seamless transition from high 

school to college. Career Center students who successfully complete any of the eight two-year College Tech 

Prep programs may earn articulated college credit.  A Career Center/college articulation agreement lets students 

know in advance about college program requirements and conditions, credit agreements, course requirements 

and other specific criteria. As a result, students will not have to repeat college competencies that have been 

learned in high school. More program-specific information can be obtained from the Career Center. 

Students entering a College Tech Prep program must have: 

 

 A 2.0 GPA for their freshman year and the first semester/trimester of their sophomore year  

 one Algebra credit  

 A record of good attendance.  

 


